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INTRODUCTION

All Praise is due to Allah; we praise Him, and seek His help and forgive-
ness. We seek refuge in Allah, the Most High, from the evils of our own selves 
and from our wicked deeds. Whomsoever has been guided by Allah, none can 
misguide him, and whomsoever has been misguided by Allah, none can guide 
him. I bear witness that there is none worthy of being worshipped except Al-

lah, Alone, without partner or associate. 

I further bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger. May Al-
lah, the Exalted, bestow His Peace and Blessings on the final Prophet Muham-

mad, upon his family, and upon all of his Companions.

َ َحقَّ ُتَقاِتِه َوَل َتُموُتنَّ إِلَّ َوأَْنُتْم  قُوا للاَّ َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا اتَّ َيا أَيُّ
ُمْسلُِموَن

“O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared and die not 
except in a state of Islam”1

ُكُم الَِّذي َخَلَقُكْم ِمْن َنْفٍس َواِحَدٍة َوَخَلَق  قُوا َربَّ َها النَّاُس اتَّ َيا أَيُّ
َ الَِّذي  قُوا للاَّ ِمْنَها َزْوَجَها َوَبثَّ ِمْنُهَما ِرَجاًل َكِثيًرا َوِنَساًء ۚ َواتَّ

َ َكاَن َعَلْيُكْم َرِقيًبا  َتَساَءلُوَن ِبِه َواْلَْرَحاَم ۚ إِنَّ للاَّ

1 Surat Al-Imran: 102



3

“O mankind! Fear Your Guardian Lord, Who created you from a single 
person, created, out of it, his mate, and from them twain scattered 
(like seeds) countless men and women;- fear Allah, through whom 

you demand your mutual ( rights), and be heedful of the wombs ( that 
bore you): for Allah ever watches over you”2

َ َوقُولُوا َقْوًل َسِديًدا قُوا للاَّ َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا اتَّ َيا أَيُّ

َ َوَرُسوَلُه  ُيْصلِْح َلُكْم أَْعَماَلُكْم َوَيْغِفْر َلُكْم ُذُنوَبُكْم َۗوَمْنُيِطِع للاَّ
َفَقْد َفاَز َفْوًزا َعِظيًما

O you who believe! Fear Allah, and make your utterance straight for-”
 ward: that He may make your conduct whole and sound and forgive

 you your sins: he that obeys Allah and His Messenger, has already
3”attained the great victory

Know that the most truthful speech is that of Allah’s Book (the Qur’an), and 

that the best of guidance is that of Muhammad َ  The .صَلَّى اهلُل عََليْهِ وَسَلَّم
worst of evils are innovations, and every innovated matter (in religion) is a 
Bid‘ah, and every Bid‘ah is a misguidance and every misguidance is in the 
Hell-fire.

2 Surat An-Nisa: 1
3 Surah Al-Ahzab: 70-71
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To proceed,

I write this article to the new generation of our Muslim youth in an at-
tempt to shed some light on one particular cause which has led to the 
demise and miserable state of the Muslim Ummah in our modern time. 
At the same time we should not forget other causes which have led this 
nation of ours to such a level of degradation and disgrace. Other causes, 
such as foreign enemy, economic, military, cultural, moral causes, etc. 
These causes have been piled up throughout the ages, leading to our 
stray, division, fighting and loss.

The author of “At-Tuhfah Al-Halimiyyah” said: “Countries and nations 
resemble individuals in the fact that they too are exposed to illnesses. In-
ternal divisions among nations are like internal illnesses; their causes are 
ignorant and unjust rulers and their cures are just rulers who have strong 
will and knowledge. External problems are like ulcers on the surface of 
the body and they are cured by force and awareness.” 4

In this article I will choose one cause, which is as dangerous as the for-
eign enemy, and that is the problems and disorder affecting the Muslim 
Ummah, otherwise known as the domestic enemy (or the near enemy). 
It is the cause of every disease and the source of every trial and tribula-
tion. 

Our Ummah is in need of a campaign of self-purification and purging 
of all the filth that have been attached to it, to eradicate the malignant 
tumours, in order to salvage what is left of it and take it to a stage of re-
covery. Only then, our Ummah can restore its strength and form through 
its Sharia and face its enemies and overcome them, InshaAllah.

4 Halim Bey, Ibrahim: “At-Tuhfah Al-Halimiyyah Fi Tarikh Ad-Dawlah Al-Aliyyah,” Muassasat Al-Mukh-
taar, Cairo, p. 34.
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In this Book we shall deal with the following points: 

1- Proof from Sharia Law                                                               Page 6 

2- Military expeditions of the Prophet َصلَّى للاُ َعَلْيِه َوَسلََّم  Page 23

3- The conflict that broke out between the Sahabah          Page 27

4- Andalusia Spain                                                                         Page 28

5- The Abbasid Caliphate (from 132 AH to 923 AH)              Page 37

6- Ibn Toumart, the impostor, who destroyed the Sunni Murabi-
teen Dynasty (from 453 AH to 541 AH)                                         Page 46

7- The Othman Caliphate                                                             Page 55

8- The Battle of At-Tal Al-Kabir in 1882 between the Egyptian 
Army and the English Army.                                                             Page 64

9- The collapse of the Islamic State of Afghanistan (Taliban) by 
the Anglo-American invasion in 2001.                                          Page 69

10- The Invasion of Iraq in 2003.                                                Page 71

11- The Invasion of Somalia in 2007.                                         Page 75

12- Conclusion                                                                             Page 78

Biography of Sheikh Hani Sibai                                                        Page 82
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1- Proof from Sharia Law:

Allah says: 

ِخُذوا ِبَطاَنًة ِمْن ُدوِنُكْم َل َيأْلُوَنُكْم  َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا َل َتتَّ َيا أَيُّ
ْم َقْد َبَدِت اْلَبْغَضاُء ِمْن أَْفَواِهِهْم َوَما ُتْخِفي  وا َما َعِنتُّ َخَباًل َودُّ

ا َلُكُم اْلَياِت ۖ إِْن ُكْنُتْم َتْعِقلُوَن  نَّ ُصُدوُرُهْم أَْكَبُر ۚ َقْد َبيَّ
“O you who believe! Take not as (your) Bitanah (advisors, helpers) 

those other than your own, since they will not fail to do their best to 
corrupt you. They desire to harm you severely. Hatred has already ap-
peared from their mouths, but what their breasts conceal is far worse. 

Indeed We have made plain to you the Aayaat if you understand”5

In his Tafsir, Ibn Jarir said: “By saying this, Allah y has meant: O you who 
believe in Allah and his Messenger and acknowledge that which their 
Messenger has brought to them from their Lord: 

ِخُذوا ِبَطاَنًة ِمْن ُدوِنُكْم َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا َل َتتَّ َيا أَيُّ
“Take not as (your) Bitanah (advisors, helpers) those other than your 
own” the meaning here is do not take as supporters and friends others 
than yourselves. That is, from other than your own religion and Faith, 
meaning from other than the believers. 

The word, Bitanah used here means a friend, confidant, one with whom 
secrets are shared. The lining or inside part of a dress which stays close 
to the body is also known as Bitanah. Derived from Batn (inside), it is 
used in everything opposed to Zahr (outside). In garments, the inner 
5 Surah Imran: 118
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part touching the body such as a lining is called Bitanah. So, the expres-
sion, Bitanah lends the metaphor of friend, confidant, one who comes 
to know internal secrets and that is how the word, Bitanah is used to 
carry that sense. 

So, Allah  has prohibited those who believe in Him to take as close friends 
those who disbelieve in Him, because of what the disbelievers conceal 
of deception, betrayal and transgression. Allah has warned the believers 
about mixing with the disbelievers.”6

In his Tafsir of the above ayah, Imam Al-Qurtubi, who died in 671 AH, 
said about the situation during his era: “Things have so changed these 
days that Jews and Christians were trusted with secrets and considered 
trustworthy through which they we are able to prevail over the ignorant, 
rich, the rulers and the chiefs.” 7

Imam Al-Bukhari reported, on the authority of Abu Sai’d Al-Khudri, that 

the Prophet َ  said: “Allah never sends a Prophet صَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم
or gives the Caliphate to a Caliph but that he (the Prophet or the Ca-
liph) has two groups of advisors: A group advising him to do good and 
exhorts him to do it, and the other group advising him to do evil and 
exhorts him to do it. But the protected person (against such evil advi-
sors) is the one protected by Allah.” 8

6 At-Tabari: “Ja’mi Al-Bayaan”, Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut, 1st Edition, 1421 AH, part 3 and 4, p.73-74.
7 Al-Qurtubi: “Al-Ja’mi’ Li Ahkaam Al-Qur’an”, Dar Al-Hadith, Cairo, 2nd Edition, 1416, Part3 and 4, 
p.189.
8 Sahih Al-Bukhari: “Kitab Al-Ahkaam”, Hadith No. 7198.
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But worse than that is our modern era, in which we are destined to live 
and witness the downfall of our Ummah at the hand of deceiving rulers. 
So this is a clear warning from the Qur’an not to take as advisors, friends 
or supporters other than the believers, who can keep our secrets. 

The fact that these evil advisors are close to the rulers and people of 
power can cause us a lot of harm, because they can inform our enemies 
of our secrets; although we are very much convinced that these rulers 
are themselves the head of deception.

Allah says: 

َ َوَرُسوَلُه َوَل َتَناَزُعوا َفَتْفَشلُوا َوَتْذَهَب ِريُحُكْم ۖ  َوأَِطيُعوا للاَّ
اِبِريَن  َ َمَع الصَّ َواْصِبُروا ۚ إِنَّ للاَّ

“And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute (with one 
another) lest you lose courage and your strength departs, and be pa-

tient. Surely, Allah is with the patients”9

Allah says: 

 ِ قُوا ۚ َواْذُكُروا ِنْعَمَت للاَّ ِ َجِميًعا َوَل َتَفرَّ َواْعَتِصُموا ِبَحْبِل للاَّ
َعَلْيُكْم إِْذ ُكْنُتْم أَْعَداًء َفأَلََّف َبْيَن قُلُوِبُكْم َفأَْصَبْحُتْم ِبِنْعَمِتِه إِْخَواًنا 
 ُ لَِك ُيَبيُِّن للاَّ اِر َفأَْنَقَذُكْم ِمْنَها ۗ َكَذٰ َوُكْنُتْم َعَلٰى َشَفا ُحْفَرٍة ِمَن النَّ

َلُكْم آَياِتِه َلَعلَُّكْم َتْهَتُدوَن 
9 Surah Anfal:46
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 And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah, and be not”
 divided among yourselves, and remember Allah’s Favour on you, for
you were enemies of one another but He joined your hearts togeth-
 er, so that, by His Grace, you became brothers, and you were on the
 brink of a pit of Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus Allah makes His

10“Aayaat clear to you, that you may be guided

Allah says: 

َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا َقاِتلُوا الَِّذيَن َيلُوَنُكْم ِمَن اْلُكفَّاِر َوْلَيِجُدوا ِفيُكْم  َيا أَيُّ
ِقيَن  َ َمَع اْلُمتَّ ِغْلَظًة ۚ َواْعَلُموا أَنَّ للاَّ

“O you who believe! Fight those of the disbelievers who are close to 
you, and let them find harshness in you; and know that Allah is with 

those who have Taqwa’”11

Imam At-Tabari said: “Allah y says, reminding those who believe in Him 
and in His Messenger: O you who believe in Allah and His Messenger, 
fight those of the disbelievers who are close to you before the distant 
ones. Start fighting the disbelievers, the closest to you before the distant 
ones. At that time, those who were close to the believers were the Ro-
mans, because they inhabited Ash-Shaam (Greater Syria) and Syria was 
closer to Madinah than Iraq. 

However, after Allah had helped the believers to conquer all the lands, it 
became obligatory on those closest to the land to defend it against the 

10 Surah Imran: 103
11 Surah Tawbah: 123
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enemy, and then those around them, unless other parts of the Islamic 
land need their help, because if they need their help, they must help 
them, as Muslims are one hand against their enemies.”12

Imam Ibn Kathir said: “Allah commands the believers to fight the disbe-
lievers, the closest in area to the Islamic state, then the farthest. This is 

why the Messenger of Allah َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  started fighting صَلَّ
the idolaters in the Arabian Peninsula. When he finished with them and 
Allah gave him control over Makkah, Al-Madinah, At-Ta’if, Yemen, Yama-
mah, Hajr, Khaybar, Hadramawt and other Arab provinces, and the var-
ious Arab tribes entered Islam in large crowds, he then started fighting 
the People of the Scriptures. 

He began preparations to fight the Romans who were the closest in area 
to the Arabian Peninsula, and as such, had the most right to be called to 
Islam, especially since they were from the People of the Scriptures. The 

Prophet َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  marched until he reached Tabuk and صَلَّ
went back because of the extreme hardship, little rain and little supplies. 
This battle occurred on the ninth year after his Hijrah. In the tenth year, 
the Messenger of Allah was busy with the Farewell Hajj. The Messenger 

ــلَّمَ ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  died eighty-one days after he returned from صَلَّ
that Hajj, Allah chose him for what He had prepared for him (in Paradise).

After his death, his executor, friend, and Caliph, Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, may 
Allah be pleased with him, became the leader. At that time, the religion 
came under attack and would have been defeated, if it had not been for 
the fact that Allah gave the religion firmness through Abu Bakr, who es-

12 At-Tabari: “Ja’mi Al-Bayaan”, Vol. 7, Part11, p.85-86
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tablished its basis and made its foundations firm. He brought those who 
strayed from the religion back to it, and made those who reverted from 
Islam return. He took the Zakah from the evil people who did not want 
to pay it and explained the truth to those who were unaware of it. 

On behalf of the Prophet َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  Abu Bakr delivered ,صَلَّ
what he was entrusted with. Then, he started preparing the Islamic 
armies to fight the Roman cross worshippers and the Persian fire wor-
shippers. By the blessing of his mission, Allah opened the lands for him 
and brought down Caesar and Kisra and those who obeyed them among 
the servants. Abu Bakr spent their treasures in the cause of Allah, just as 
the Messenger of Allah had prophesied would happen. 

This mission continued after Abu Bakr at the hands of the one whom Abu 
Bakr chose to be his successor, Al-Faruq, the Martyr of the Mihrab, Abu 
Hafs, Umar Ibn Al-Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him. With Umar, 
Allah humiliated the disbelievers, suppressed the tyrants and hypocrites, 
and opened the eastern and western parts of the world. The treasures 
of various countries were brought to Umar from near and far provinces; 
and he divided them according to the legitimate and accepted method. 
Umar then died as a martyr after he lived a praised worthy life. 

Then, the Companions among the Muhajirin and Ansar agreed to choose 
after Umar, Uthman Ibn Affan, Chief of the believers and Martyr of the 
House, may Allah be pleased with him. 
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During Uthman’s reign, Islam wore its widest garment and Allah’s clear 
proof was established, in various parts of the world, over the necks of 
the servants. Islam appeared in the eastern and western parts of the 
world and Allah’s Word was elevated and His religion apparent. The pure 
religion reached its deepest aims against Allah’s enemies, and whenever 
Muslims overcame an Ummah, they moved to the next one, and then 
the next one, crushing the tyrannical evil doers. They did this in rever-
ence to Allah’s Statement: 

َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا َقاِتلُوا الَِّذيَن َيلُوَنُكْم ِمَن اْلُكفَّاِر َيا أَيُّ
“O you who believe! Fight those of the disbelievers who are close to 

you”13.

Allah said next, 

َوْلَيِجُدوا ِفيُكْم ِغْلَظًة
“and let them find harshness in you” - meaning, let the disbelievers find 
harshness in you against them in battle. The complete believer is he who 
is kind to his believing brother, and harsh with his disbelieving enemy. 
Allah said in another ayah, 

ُهْم َوُيِحبُّوَنُه أَِذلٍَّة َعَلى اْلُمْؤِمِنيَن  ُ ِبَقْوٍم ُيِحبُّ َفَسْوَف َيأِْتي للاَّ
ٍة َعَلى اْلَكاِفِريَن أَِعزَّ

“Allah will bring a people whom He will love and they will love Him; 
humble towards the believers, stern towards the disbelievers”1415

13  Surah Tawbah: 123
14  Surah Maa’idah: 54
15  Tafsir Ibn Kathir: Vol.4, p.1727-1728.
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Imam Ibn Kathir diagnosed the situation of the Muslim Ummah after the 
first three generations, saying: “This was the case in the first three bless-
ed generations of Islam, the best members of this Ummah. Since they 
were firm on the religion and reached an unsurpassed level of obedience 
to Allah, they consistently prevailed over their enemies. During that era, 
victories were abundant, and enemies were ever more in a state of utter 
loss and degradation. 

However, after the turmoil began, desires and divisions became preva-
lent between various Muslim kings, the enemies were eager to attack 
the outposts of Islam and marched into its territory without much oppo-
sition. Then, the Muslim kings were too busy with their enmity for each 
other. The disbelievers then marched to the capital cities of the Islamic 
states, after gaining control over many of its areas, in addition to the en-
tire Islamic lands.  

Verily, ownership of all affairs is with Allah in the beginning and in the 
end. Whenever a just Muslim king stood up and obeyed Allah’s Com-
mands, all the while trusting in Allah, Allah helped him regain control 
over some Muslim lands and took back from the enemy what was com-
patible to his obedience and support to Allah. We ask Allah to help the 
Muslims gain control over the forelocks of His disbeliever enemies and 
to raise high the word of Muslims over all lands. Verily, Allah is Most 
Generous, Most Giving.” 16

16 Ibid: Vol.4, p.1728.



14

In his “Ruh Al-Ma’ani’”, Al-Alusi said: “It is well-known that it is impossible 
to fight against all the disbelievers and conquer all the lands at the same 
time. Therefore, it is more appropriate to fight the near enemy than the 
distant, because ignoring the near enemy and fighting the distant one 
cannot guarantee that children and the weak are safe from an attack. In 
addition, unlike the near enemy, the distant enemy has no limit, so it is 
not commendable. 

Also, the distant enemy cannot be fought until the near enemy is fought. 
Some interpreters have stated: this means, fight those closer and closer 
until you reach the distant and the far distant ones; thus, the purpose 
of fighting all the disbelievers is achieved. In the same way, the Prophet 

ــلَّمَ ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  fought against his own people, and then he صَلَّ
moved to fight against all the Arabs, then the Jews of Quraydhah, An-Na-

dhir, Khaybar, etc., Then against the Romans. So he ِصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــه 
 started fighting the closer and the closer and his Companions وَسَــلَّمَ
followed in his footsteps, until their armies had reached that which Allah 
had willed.”17

Therefore, we realize that the ayah in SuraH At-Tawbah 

َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا َقاِتلُوا الَِّذيَن َيلُوَنُكْم ِمَن اْلُكفَّاِر َيا أَيُّ
“Fight those of the disbelievers who are close to you” - points to the 
main idea of our subject, that is, it is compulsory upon Muslims not to 
ignore the front line and their near enemy, because that is where the 
danger lies in wait. Whenever Muslims are preoccupied with a foreign 
17  Al-Alusi: “Ruh Al-Ma’ani’ Fi Tafsir Al-Qur’an Al-Azimwas-Sab’ Al-Mathani”, Dar Al-Kutub Al-Ilmiyyah, 
Beirut, 1425 AH, Vol. 4, Part 6, p.47.
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enemy, they get ambushed by an enemy from within, called the fifth col-
umn18, who destroys the infrastructure of the Ummah, and this is, unfor-
tunately, what happened to the Muslim Ummah throughout consecutive 
periods of time!!

There are some verses in the Qur’an which talk about apostasy in gener-
al, whether the apostasy of the individual or the ruler:

Allah says,

إِنَّ الَِّذيَن َكَفُروا َبْعَد إِيَماِنِهْم ُثمَّ اْزَداُدوا ُكْفًرا َلْن ُتْقَبَل َتْوَبُتُهْم 
الُّوَن ِئَك ُهُم الضَّ َوأُوَلٰ

“Verily, those who disbelieved after their belief and then went on 
increasing in their disbelief never will their repentance be accepted. 

And they are those who are astray”19

Allah says, 

 إِنَّ الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا ُثمَّ َكَفُروا ُثمَّ آَمُنوا ُثمَّ َكَفُروا ُثمَّ اْزَداُدوا ُكْفًرا َلْم
ُ لَِيْغِفَر َلُهْم َوَل لَِيْهِدَيُهْم َسِبيًل َيُكِن للاَّ

“Verily, those who believe, then disbelieve, then believe (again), and 
(again) disbelieve, and go on increasing in disbelief; Allah will not for-

give them, nor guide them on the (right) way”20

18 The Fifth Column: A group working for an enemy within a country at war.
19 Surah Imran: 90
20 Surah Nisa: 137
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Allah says,

ُسوَل  ُ َقْوًما َكَفُروا َبْعَد إِيَماِنِهْم َوَشِهُدوا أَنَّ الرَّ َكْيَف َيْهِدي للاَّ
الِِميَن ُ َل َيْهِدي اْلَقْوَم الظَّ َناُت ۚ َوللاَّ َحقٌّ َوَجاَءُهُم اْلَبيِّ

 “How shall Allah guide a people who disbelieved after their belief 
and after they bore witness that the Messenger is true and after clear 
proofs came to them And Allah guides not the people who are wrong-

doers”21

Allah says: 

َن َلُهُم اْلُهَدى ۙ  وا َعَلٰى أَْدَباِرِهْم ِمْن َبْعِد َما َتَبيَّ إِنَّ الَِّذيَن اْرَتدُّ
َل َلُهْم َوأَْمَلٰى َلُهْم  ْيَطاُن َسوَّ الشَّ

“Verily, those who have turned back as disbelievers after guidance 
had become clear to them -- Shaytaan has enticed them and filled 

them with false hopes”22

Allah says: 

 ُ َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا َمْن َيْرَتدَّ ِمْنُكْم َعْن ِديِنِه َفَسْوَف َيأِْتي للاَّ َيا أَيُّ
ٍة َعَلى اْلَكاِفِريَن  ُهْم َوُيِحبُّوَنُه أَِذلٍَّة َعَلى اْلُمْؤِمِنيَن أَِعزَّ ِبَقْوٍم ُيِحبُّ
 ِ لَِك َفْضُل للاَّ ِ َوَل َيَخافُوَن َلْوَمَة َلِئٍم ۚ َذٰ ُيَجاِهُدوَن ِفي َسِبيِل للاَّ

ُ َواِسٌع َعلِيٌم  ُيْؤِتيِه َمْن َيَشاُء ۚ َوللاَّ
 O you who believe! Whoever from among you turns back from his”

 religion (Islam), Allah will bring a people whom He will love and they
will love Him; humble towards the believers, stern towards the dis-

21 Surah Imran: 86
22 Surah Muhammad: 25
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 believers, fighting in the Way of Allah, and never fearing the blame of
 the blamers. That is the Grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He

23”wills. And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures’ needs, All-Knower

In his Book, “Shifa’u Sudur Al-Mu’mineen” (Healing of the Believers’ 
Hearts) Dr. Ayman Az-Zawahiri said: “On the contrary, in Islam and ac-
cording to the rulings of Sharia, killing of the apostate rulers is prioritized 
ahead of the disbelievers of origin, because of three reasons:

First: It is a fighting of defence (قتــال دفــع), which is prioritized ahead of 

fighting of offence (قتــال الطلــب), because those apostate rulers are con-
sidered clear enemies, who have prevailed over the Muslim lands. 

Sheikhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said: “The defensive Jihad, which is repelling 
an aggressor, is the most tasking type of Jihad. As agreed by everyone, it is 
obligatory to protect the religion and what is sacred. The first obligation after 
Iman (Faith) is the repulsion of the enemy aggressor who assaults the 
religion and the worldly affairs.”24

Second: The apostate is worse in crime in the religion and a more severe 
threat than the disbeliever (Kafir) of origin. 

Sheikhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said: “And the disbelief (Kufr) of apostasy is 
more severe, according to the consensus (Ijma’), than the disbelief (Kufr) 

23 Surah Maa’idah: 54
24  Al-Ikhtiyaaraat Al-Fiqhiyyah, p.309
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of origin.”25 He also said: “And the Sunnah has been established that the 
punishment of the apostate is greater than the punishment of the disbe-
liever of origin.”26

Ibn Taymiyyah said elsewhere, “And Abu Bakr As-Siddiq and the rest of 
the Companions began with the Jihad against the apostates prior to the 
Jihad against the disbelievers of the People of the Book (Ahl Al-Kitab). 
This is because the Jihad against those ones was a preservation of what 
had been opened to the countries of the Muslims, and so that those who 
wished to leave it (Islam) would enter into it. And the Jihad against those 
who did not fight us from the polytheists (Mushrikeen) and the People 
of the Book is from extending the dominance of the religion. And pre-
serving of the capital (i.e. in terms of business transactions) is prioritized 
ahead of seeking profits.”27

Third: Because the apostates are the near enemy. Ibn Qudamah said: 
“Every Islamic state should fight the enemy close to them. Proof of that 
is Allah’s Statement: 

َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا َقاِتلُوا الَِّذيَن َيلُوَنُكْم ِمَن اْلُكفَّاِر َيا أَيُّ
“O you who believe! Fight those of the disbelievers who are close to 

you”.

And because the near enemy can cause more damage, and fighting it will 
repel this damage. In addition, fighting the distant enemy can encourage 
the near enemy to seize the opportunity and attack the Muslims. How-
25  Majmoo Al-Fataawa: 28/478
26  Majmoo Al-Fataawa: 28/478
27 Majmoo Al-Fataawa: 35/156-159
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ever, if the Islamic state has a reason to believe that the distant enemy is 
more dangerous than the near enemy, or that it is better to start fighting 
it first, or that the near enemy has a peaceful agreement with the Islamic 
state or that there is a reason not to fight it, then there is no problem to 
start fighting with the distant enemy, because the necessity requires it.”28

I say: Of course there are certain exceptional cases when we should start 
fighting the distant enemy, as Ibn Qudamah has stated, because the do-
mestic enemy is safe. This exceptional case might be accepted to a cer-
tain extent in a state ruling by Islamic laws and imposing its control upon 
the close and closer enemy. 

However, in our modern time, there is no state ruling by the sharia laws. 
Besides, those ruling the Muslim lands are themselves the close and 
closer enemy. Therefore, the most severe type of apostasy is the apos-
tasy of the rulers, because they are supposed to be the guardians and 
protectors of Islam from the aggressors’ assault and liars’ deviation. But 
the truth is that the Muslim Ummah has been afflicted with a group of 
rulers detached from their religion (Islam), allying with the devil and op-
posing the friends of Allah. As a matter of fact they are the insurmount-
able obstacle for the implementation of Shari’ah law in their countries 
and protection of the Muslims’ sacred lands, which the enemies of this 
Ummah have illegally seized, by the blessing of these traitors. Instead of 
defending the Muslim lands and its sanctity from the enemies, they are 
the enemies, themselves.

28 Al-Mughni: 10/372-373
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Some may say: That so many Muslim countries today are occupied by 
foreign enemy directly or by rulers who have seized power unlawfully, 
with the help of the foreign enemy as well. So what can we do? The Um-
mah has no power to fight at both front lines at the same time.

We are diagnosing the state the Muslims are living today and the causes 
that have led us to such a humiliation and degradation. In other words, 
we admit that some Muslim countries are directly occupied, such as Pal-
estine, Kashmir, Afghanistan, Iraq and Somalia. In such a case and as it 
is confirmed in the books of Fiqh, if an enemy has set foot on a Muslim 
land, it is an individual obligation upon any person who is able to carry 
arms to fight the enemies occupying his land. 

But right now, we have two enemies at the same time, as we aforemen-
tioned: A foreign invading enemy and a domestic enemy who falsely 
adopts Islam. Therefore, they are one and they have joined forces at 
the same time and the same place. So, Muslims should deal with them 
as one enemy, because the domestic enemy has become an accomplice 
and a supporter of the foreign enemy, occupying the Muslim state. In 
fact, this domestic near enemy is the eye of the foreign enemy. They 
protect them, spy for them and inform them of the places of the Muja-
hideen who defend their occupied lands.

Allah says in His Noble Qur’an: 

ِخُذوا اْلَيُهوَد َوالنََّصاَرٰى أَْولَِياَء ۘ َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا َل َتتَّ  َيا أَيُّ
َ َل ُه ِمْنُهْم ۗ إِنَّ للاَّ  َبْعُضُهْم أَْولَِياُء َبْعٍض ۚ َوَمْن َيَتَولَُّهْم ِمْنُكْم َفإِنَّ

الِِميَن َيْهِدي اْلَقْوَم الظَّ
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“O you who believe! Do not take friends from the Jews and the Chris-
tians, as they are but friends of each other. And if any among you be-
friends them, then surely, he is one of them. Verily, Allah guides not 

those people who are the wrongdoers”29

But the question is: Who has brought the occupied forces to the Mus-
lims lands? 

There are of course so many reasons, but most important among them 
is the subject of our article, meaning the domestic enemy (close enemy), 
the ruling governments of the Muslims countries, east and west; the rul-
ers and their associates.

There is a Hadith reported by Imam Muslim, In the chapter of “Signs of 
the Hour,” which shows that if the Muslim Ummah abandons the Qur’an 

and the Sunnah of the Prophet َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  Allah  will ,صَلَّ
send upon them an enemy from amongst themselves (the near enemy), 
hence killing each other. The Hadith examines the state of the Muslim 
Ummah, so that people of knowledge, scholars and rulers would know 
the misfortune and disaster of division and fighting.

In Sahih Muslim, Thawban reported that the Prophet ِــه ــى اهلُل عََليْ  صَلَّ
 said: “Allah drew the ends of the world together for my sake. I وَسَــلَّمَ
have seen its eastern and western ends. The dominion of my Ummah 
will reach those ends which have been drawn together near me and I 

29  Surah Maa’idah: 51
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have been granted the red and the white treasures. I begged my Lord 
that my Ummah should not be destroyed by famine, nor be dominated 
by a foreign enemy who will take their lives and destroy their root and 
branch.  

My Lord said: Muhammad, whenever I make a decision, there is none 
to change it. Well, I grant you that your Ummah will not be destroyed 
by famine, nor will it be dominated by a foreign enemy who will take 
their lives and destroy their root and branch, even if all the people from 
the different parts of the world join hands together (for this purpose). 
However, it will be from amongst them, viz. your Ummah, that some 
people will kill or imprison the others.”30

 

30  Sahih Muslim: Hadith No. 6904.
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2- Military expeditions of the Prophet

:صَلَّى اهلُل عََليْهِ وَسَلَّمَ

The Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, led by the Messenger 

of Allah َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ -had engaged in more than sixty mili ,صَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْ
tary battles. 

Al-Hakim had even stated that they were a hundred battles, as Ibn Ha-
jar mentioned in “Al-Fath”, in his explanation of the Hadith, reported by 
Zayd Ibn Arqamd, when he was asked: “How many military expeditions 

had the Prophet َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم participated in?”31 The Proph-

et َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم had led, himself, about twenty eight military 
expeditions, as mentioned in the books of biography of the Prophet.

In short, the Prophet َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم had engaged in all these 
battles, either as a leader or by appointing one of the Companions, 
against his own people and tribe, with the exception of the military cam-
paign of Mu’ta (8 AH) and Tabuk (9 AH). These two military expeditions 
were sent against the Romans. Therefore, most of the battles that the 

Prophet َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  had participated in were against the صَلَّ
tribe of Quraysh and its polytheists’ allies, who were surrounding Madi-

nah. Quraysh, as we know, was the tribe of the Prophet ِصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــه 
 صَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ and within it were his uncles and relatives. He وَسَــلَّمَ
ــلَّمَ  was born and raised with them in the desert and mountains of وَسَ
Makkah, as well as his Companions, may Allah be pleased with them.
31  Ibn Hajr: “Fath Al-Bari,” Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut, 1414 AH, 8/p.3-6.
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There was no report, either true or weak, or even fabricated, which 

mentions that the Prophet َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم said: “No man from 
Quraysh should kill another man from Quraysh,” or “No man from Mak-
kah should kill another man from Makkah,” or “No man from Madinah 
should kill another man from Madinah.”

There was no report, either true or even fabricated, which mentions that 

the Prophet َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  said: “The blood of a man from صَلَّ
Makkah is sacred and should not be killed,” and that “The blood of a man 
from Madinah is sacred and should not be killed.” There is no report, 

either true or even fabricated, in which the Prophet ِــه ــى اهلُل عََليْ  صَلَّ
ــلَّمَ  mentioned the term “national unity,” which takes the place of وَسَ
Al-Wala’ Al-Bara Aqidah (The Creed of Association and Dissociation) in 
our disastrous modern time, with its defeated scholars. 

On the contrary, Islam sought to purify the believers in the Battle of Uhud 
(3 AH). The Noble Qur’an has confirmed this fact in Surah At-Tawbah 
(also called Surah Bara’a), which is one of the last Surahs revealed in the 
Qur’an. It is also a Surah revealed in Madinah, and called in the books 
of Tafsir: Al-fa’dhihah (divulging secrets), Al-Ka’shifah (to expose), Surah 

Al-Aza’ab (Surah of punishment), Al-Muqashqishah (clear of hypocrisy), 
Al-Muba’thirah (divide the hypocrites and expose their secrets).

Sayyid Qutb (died in 1387 AH), may Allah have mercy on him, said in his 
introduction of Surah At-Tawbah: “Then the forth section of the chapter 



25

of the Surah (At-Tawbah), which is the longest and which occupies more 
than half, is mentioned to expose to hypocrites and their actions with-
in the Muslim community. It describes their practical and psychological 
states and their attitudes during Ghazwat Tabuk (Tabuk Expedition), be-
fore it and after it. It reveals their true intentions, their excuses to fail to 
participate in Jihad, their attempts to sow dissension among the Com-

panions and to cause harm to the Prophet َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم and 
kill the believers.  

This exposure is accompanied by warning the sincere believers from the 
cunning and deception of the hypocrites. It also defines the relationship 
between the believers and the hypocrites, and the separation between 
the two groups with regards to their characteristics and actions. This 
chapter forms, in fact, the body of the whole Surah and it shows how 
hypocrisy appeared after the conquest of Makkah and it spread danger-
ously after it almost vanished from the Muslin community, before the 
conquest of Makkah.

This long exposing campaign reveals how many times the hypocrites had 
tried to cause damage to Muslims, spread fitnah among them, and divert 
them from their destination with various plots, lies, temptations, etc.

It also reveals, at the same time, a state of dislocation and lack of harmo-
ny in the organic composition of Islamic society in this period. 
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Allah refers to it in the Qur’an, saying: 

اُعوَن َلُهْم َوِفيُكْم َسمَّ
“And there are some among you who would have listened to them”32 
and it is also referred to in the severe prohibition to seek forgiveness for 
the hypocrites or pray for them. This case was created when groups of 
people embraced Islam after al-Fath (the Islamic conquest of Makkah), 
while faith had not yet settled in their hearts and they were not stamped 
with the true Islamic seal.”33

Therefore, we notice that Surah at-Tawbah uncovered and exposed the 
“fifth column” in the Muslim society, who are a group of hypocrites and 
heretics.  After the revelation of this Surah, the internal front of the Mus-
lim society was purified, which paved the way for the beginning of the 
great Islamic conquests throughout the universe.

32  Surah Tawbah: 47
33  Sayyid Qutb: In the Shades of the Qur’an/Dar al-Shuruq/V3/Part10 p1567
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3- The conflict that broke out between the Sahabah:

It is the famous conflict, which broke up between the Sahabah (the 
Prophet’s Companions, May Allah be pleased with them), after the kill-
ing of the Caliph Uthman Ibn Affaan and the role played by Ibn Saba’ 
who claimed to be Muslim during the rule of the Chief of the believers, 
Uthman.  

Tragedy and division took place, and the breach was widened by the kill-
ing of the Prophet’s grandson, Al-Hussein Ibn ‘Ali. As a consequence, the 
Muslim nation kept dripping blood up to the present day! The internal 
front almost collapsed by the conspiracy of evil Ibn Saba’ and those who 
followed in his Fitnah!  Had it not been for Allah’s Kindness, Islam would 
have been eradicated since the outbreak of the first conflict in the battle 
of Al-Jamal in 36 AH and the battle of Siffin in 37 AH, because the Roman 
Empire during that period was torn apart and was wary of the Muslims. 
They actually tried to take advantage of the conflict among the Muslims 
by raiding the Levant (Syria and Lebanon), but their attempts failed be-
cause of reasons that are too long to explain here.
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4- Andalusia Spain (92 AH to 897 AH)

Andalusia, the lost paradise of the Muslims, was conquered in 92 AH; 
but why was it lost? Why and why...?

Many studies and researches mentioned a set of causes that led to 
the loss of this country, which was the finest on the face of the earth, 
throughout eight centuries! It vanished as if it has not been in existence 
yesterday!

However, if we focus on the internal front factor (the enemy within), it 
would be clear to us that the Muslims were defeated in Andalusia inter-
nally before they were defeated by the external crusader enemy!  We 
find this clearly apparent in the successive Islamic states in Andalusia 
and the more powerful evidence on those disgraceful periods, the fol-
lowing examples:

The First Example: The Kingdom States (422 AH – 487 AH):

This period has been one of the darkest in the pages of history of the 
Muslims in Andalusia, until the modern age came and struck a record 
number of sectarian states (in the Arab world) to be the most despicable 
period in the history of Islam. The period of the petty kings (in Andalu-
sia) lasted more than half a century, in which Andalusia was divided into 
several weak states.  They all used to pay tribute to the tyrant of Castile 
(Alfonso the Sixth).  Islam used to unite all these ethnics and races under 
one Caliph.
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Their divisions resulted in the composition of three groups: Arab, Ber-
ber and ‘Aamiriya (related to the followers of Al-Hajib Al-Mansur Ibn Abi 
‘Aamir).  These kingdoms used to pay tribute to the Spanish kings to repel 
their evil; they used also to fight each other, sometimes seeking support 
from Spanish mercenaries in order to defeat this king or another.

There were twenty three kingdom states... close to the number of to-
day’s Arab states, such as the kingdom of Al-‘Aamiriyin (their Amir was 
Al-Mu’tasim Ibn Samadih), the kingdom of Bani Hud in Saragosta (Sara-
gossa), the kingdom of Banidhi al-Noon in Tulaytilah, the kingdom of 
Banizayri in Gharnata (Granada), the kingdom of Bani Al-Aftas in Batlius. 

However, the most famous of all these kingdoms, the kingdom of Bani 
‘Abbad in Ishbilia (Seville); rather it is the one with most impact in the life 
of Andalusia. The irony is that these states had taken aspects of luxury 
of the great powers, such as adopting the titles of the caliph and prime 
minister; they used to imitate the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphs, despite 
the wide gap between the great and the lowly!

Andalusia nearly fell in the hands of Alfonso, the crusader, had it not 
been for Allah who guided the heart of the Amir of the Muslims in Mar-
rakech (Yusuf Ibn Tashafin) to respond to the call of Al-Mu’tamid Ibn ‘Ab-
bad, the Amir of Seville.  So he dispatched a strong army to rescue the 
Muslims and fought a crucial battle in the history of Islam and Andalusia 
on the River of al-Zallaqa (Sagrajas) 479H. Yusuf Ibn Tashafin managed to 
renew the youthfulness of Islam in Andalusia for four extra centuries.”34

34  Refer to our article: The black history of the kingdom states past and present - Al-Maqreze Website
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This was the state of the petty kings! They used to give tribute to Alfonso 
even though they were more powerful than him if they had all united 
under the leadership of one man! 

Ibn Hazm (d. 456 AH) said in his book 

“Talkhis li wujuh at-Takhlis”:

“As for our country in our present time, it is a case of close your eyes 
and strike with your hands, and you will either collect a fruit or embers! 
I distinguished between our age and the age before it; because the state 
of the yields, during the truce period, was not visible, as it is today; the 
tributes that the Sultans used to take, they rather were particularly from 
the land; they drew near to the ones ‘Umar imposed on the land.  

As for today, it is labelled “head tax” on the Muslims, which they call 
Al-Qatee’ (the flock). They pay it as tax on their money from sheep, cows, 
camels, bees. There is tax on everything for sale in the market, on the le-
galisation to sell wine by the Muslims in some areas.  This is all what the 
conquerors take today; this is the breach of the sanctities, the violation 
of the laws of Islam, the abolition of its tenets one by one, the creation 
of a new religion and the disengagement from the religion of Allah.  

By Allah, if they knew that worshipping the cross would ease their mat-
ters, they would have committed to it.  We see them seek support from 
the Christians and allow them to conquer the lands of the Muslims and 
take their men and children as captives to their country.  They probably 
offered them their cities and fortresses voluntarily to drain them of Islam 
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and fill them with bells. May Allah curse all of them and set upon them 
one of His swords.”35

The Second example: the Fall of the last stronghold of the  
Muslims in Andalusia

There is a historical document of the utmost importance and one of the 

oldest historical documents that have reached us, talking about the lat-
est news of the Muslims in Andalusia and how the last bastion fell there.  
This document was edited and republished by D. Mohamed Ridwan ad-
Dayah as a book, titled “Nabdhat al-‘Asr fi Akhbar Mulukbani Nasr,” writ-
ten by an unknown Mujahid from the Islamic resistance in Gharnata 
(Granada, from 900 AH to 1000 AH), published by Dar al-Fikr in Damas-
cus 1423H.  This unknown author was a witness, as he participated in 
some of the last battles against the Crusaders... the book is more like 
personal notes and daily blogs, for he was a contemporary of the last 
days of the state of Bani Al-Ahmar (Banu Nasr), the kings of the Gharnata 
and the end of their dynasty. In addition to being an important historical 
document, the book is also a sad, tragic and mournful elegy! We review 
from this document what the unknown Mujahid mentioned in the fol-
lowing events: 

The author mentioned an incident of utmost anguish, sorrow and dis-
grace that is regarded as truly an example of blatant treason with the en-
emies of the Ummah in order to know why the lands of Islam fell in the 
hands of the enemies of the Ummah, because it has become a frequent 
image!  
35  Ibn Hazm: Talkhis li Wuju Takhlis/Edited by Abdul-HaqTurkmani/Dar Ibn Hazm/Beirout/1423H/p. 
153-154
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a) The Amir Mohamed Ibn Sa’d gives his pledge of allegiance to 
the king of Cashtala (Castile) and helps him with his commanders 
to subdue what is left of the Muslim land, Month of Safar 895H: 
“Then the Amir Mohamed Ibn Sa’d set out from the city of River 
Ash, which is under the authority of the king of Cashtala.  When he 
reached him, he pledged his allegiance to him and entered under 
his authority, and in return, he was promised to be handed control 
of the city of River Ash and every city and citadel that was in his 
rule.  He accepted his request and return with him to River Ash, 
very pleased with the deal.  

The enemy entered the city and took control of its bastion on the 10th of 
Safar, 895H.  All the knights of the Amir Mohamed Ibn Sa’d and his com-
manders became under the authority of the king of Cashtala and were 
his backing against the Muslims.  

They subdued all the lands, villages and fortresses that were under their 
control, from the city of Almeria to Al-Mankab and all the way to the vil-
lage of Al-Budhul.  The king of Cashtala assumed control of all those lands 
without any fighting or siege or strain or fatigue.  We belong to Allah and 
to Allah we shall return. In every bastion, he appointed a Christian com-
mander, accompanied with a group of Christians, to rule the place. In 
this month, the whole of Andalusia were under the control of the king of 
Cashtala, except the city of Gharnata and the villages around it.”36

36 Nabdhat al-‘Asr fi Akhbar Muluk Bani Nasr, p. 87-88
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So, it was in this manner that the Amir, nicknamed Al-Zaghl, cheaply sold 
his faith to the ruler of Cashtala, Ferdinand! He and the city of Gharna-
ta fell, as a result of his betrayal and dispute with his nephew! The au-
thor mentioned the rumours at the time about the reason behind the 
allegiance of the Amir Mohamed Ibn Sa’d to Ferdinand! Many people 
claimed that the Amir Mohamed Ibn Sa’d and his commander sold the 
lands under their control to Ferdinand, taking the opportunity to exert 
revenge on his nephew and his commanders who were in Gharnata, their 
only stronghold.  He was in peace with the enemy, so he wanted to cut 
all relations with Gharnata to ruin it like the others!”37

A mournful elegy on the end of the Muslims in Andalusia

The author of “Nabdhat al-‘Asr fi Akhbar Muluk Bani Nasr,” tells us the 
fall of Gharnata and Ferdinand’s breach of the peace conditions which 
he concluded with the Muslims, with utmost regret and sorrow about 
the end of Islam’s light in Andalusia: “When the Roman king saw that 
people had given up Jihad and decided to opt for settlement, he began 
breaching the conditions that were set upon him the first time.  

He continued breaking one after another, until they were all breached. 
The sanctity of Islam was violated and the Muslims were subdued in 
disgrace and humiliation. The Christians overcame them and imposed 
levies on them, until they were overwhelmed by debts.  The Adhan (call 
to prayer) was cut off in the Masjid and they were ordered to leave the 
city of Gharnata to the outskirts and countryside!”38

37 Nabdhat al-‘Asr fi Akhbar Muluk Bani Nasr, p. 88
38 Nabdhat al-‘Asr fi Akhbar Muluk Bani Nasr, p. 108-109
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He goes on in his sad elegy: “They left submissively and disgracefully 
and then he called them to embrace Christianity in 904 AH. They were 
coerced to embrace Christianity, which led to the whole of Gharnata be-
ing Christian, as there was no one left who could say la ilaha illa Allah, 
Muhammad Rasoul Allah, except those who uttered it secretly within 
themselves or in their heart or concealed from people.  Church bells re-
placed the Adhan in the minarets; pictures were hanged on the walls of 
the mosques and crosses replaced the recitation of the Qur’an and the 
remembrance of Allah!

How many weeping eyes there are in it? How many sad hearts there are 
in it? How many weak and helpless people, who could not leave to join 
their Muslim brother, are in it? Their hearts are burning in fire and their 
tears are flowing in a bitter stream. They look at their sons and daugh-
ters worshipping the Cross, prostrating to idols, eating swine flesh and 
dead animal’s meat, drinking wine which is the mother of all evil, and yet 
they cannot forbid them or even rebuke them from doing so; and who-
ever dares will be severely punished! What a bitter tragedy and what a 
great harmful calamity!”39

He concluded his book, saying: 

“Disbelief spread in every village and town; the light of Islam and Iman 
was extinguished in Andalusia! It is for this that weepers should weep! 
It is for this that the wailers should wail! We belong to Allah and to Allah 
we shall return. This was prescribed in the book and this was a matter 

39  Nabdhat al-‘Asr fi Akhbar Muluk Bani Nasr, p. 109-110
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divinely decreed by Allah. There is nothing to stop the Decree of Allah 
and there is nothing to delay His Judgment. Allah is overwhelming over 
His Servants; He is the All Wise, Well Aware (of all things). There is no 
power nor strength except with Allah, the Most High, the Most Great. 
May Allah’s Peace and Blessing be upon our master Muhammad and his 
Family and Companions!”40

I say: It is truly a book worthy of reading and studying... it has become 
clear to us that the ruling family from Banu Al-Ahmar had fought among 
themselves and tore the country apart, and all family members were 
conspiring with the crusader ruler of Castile. Therefore, Andalusia was 
wasted due to internal conflict over leadership.  Rather, the real begin-
ning of this tragic ending of the Al-Ahmar dynasty in Andalusia started 
with the Christian infiltration into the Sultan’s house and the capture of 
the Amir Mohamed Ibn ‘Ali, nicknamed Abu Abdillah al-Sagheer in the 
battle of Al-Lisaanah in 888 AH.  In fact, the Christians instigated him 
against his uncle, supplied him and enabled him to seize Granada. As he 
became a puppet in their hands, they then practiced the same game on 
his uncle and the result was that the princes were competing as to who-
ever was more loyal to Ferdinand! The tragic result was the fall of the 
city of Malaga in 892 AH and then the city of Basta in 894 AH.

Thus, the Islamic cities and villages fell like a successive architectural 
plunge! Even though, had the chiefs of Banu Al-Ahmar held firm to the 
Path of Allah and did not divide themselves, the crusader enemy (Fer-
dinand) would not have defeated them; they probably would have re-

40  Nabdhat al-‘Asr fi AkhbarMulukBani Nasr, p. 111
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ceived support from the East later on, because by taking the city of Basta 
in 894 AH, Ferdinand had cut off all support lines that used to come to 
them from the lands of the Maghreb (North Africa) and the Mashreq 
(East). It was all the result of this traitor Amir and that conspirer Amir... 
and so Andalusia was wasted to become a folded and forgotten page in 
the time of history.
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5- The Abbasid Caliphate (from 132H to 923H)

Historians divided the period of this caliphate into four main periods:

1- The First Abbasid Age, from 132H to 232H

2- The Second Abbasid Age, from 232H to 590H

3- The Third Abbasid Age, from 590H to 656H

4- The Fourth Abbasid Age and the last in Egypt until 923 and it 
transferred to the Ottomans by their victory.

We will try to comment only on two incidents in the history of this state 
to support our point of view:

The First Incident: The Killing of Caliph Al-Mutawakkil in 247H:

He was the first Caliph in the history of Islam killed by his son with the 
help of his guards and private consultants.  Rather, the position of the 
Caliph has become formal after the killing of Caliph Al-Mutawakkil, Ja’far, 
the son of the Caliph Al-Mu’tasim, the son of the Caliph Haroon ar-Ra-
sheed.  People began to mock the caliph who became confined to his 
palace, despite that all decrees were stamped with his name and people 
prayed for him in the mosque!

The second Abbasid era was the age of the princes’ dominion over the 
position of the Caliph, which led to the emergence of religious innova-
tions and the spread of conflicts and chaos in the Muslim world, such 
as the movement of “the Zinj” in Basrah, Al-Qaraamitah and then the 



38

appearance of the ‘Ubaidis who ruled half the Muslim world for nearly 
two centuries and a half.  The day Palestine was occupied, it was under 
their authority!

As for the Caliph Al-Mutawakki, the supporter of the Sunnah and the 
suppressor of innovation and misguidance (in all its aspects), he was a 
thorn in the throat of the misguided groups.  

Therefore, it is no surprise to read in their books (Mu’atzilah, Shi’a, Peo-
ple of the Book, atheists and heretics) attack and defamation of the biog-
raphy of this Abbasid Caliph... His father, the Caliph Al-Mu’tasimbillah (d. 
218H) enlisted many non-Arab soldiers who embraced Islam and many 
of them excelled in their religion; they were of great support to the Ca-
liphs.  However, when he appointed them as ministers and they entered 
the house of the caliphate, they became informed about the secrets of 
the caliphate, and so they were the ones who executed the affairs of the 
state everywhere.  

They were the ones who incited the son of the Caliph (nicknamed 
Al-Muntasir) against his father and his brother (Al-Mu’taz). This son, who 
later became the Caliph, had a feeling for the Shiites; and this was indi-
cated, indirectly, by some great historians and Huffaz, such al-Dhahabi, 
Ibn Kathir, Ibn Al-Qayyim, al-Suyuti.
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The Caliph Al-Mutawakkil ordered the demolition of the grave 
of Al-Hussein:

In order to know the secret behind the Shiite’s hatred towards the Ca-
liph Al-Mutawakkil, we cite here the story mentioned by Ibn Kathir in 
his history book: “Then entered the year 236 AH and in it Al-Mutawakkil 
ordered the demolition of the grave of Al-Hussein Ibn ‘Ali Ibn Abi Taalib 
(may Allah be pleased with both of them) and the buildings around it. 
It was announced publicly that whoever was found in there would be 
taken to the prison.  So there was no one left there, and the land was 
exploited as a farm for agriculture.”41

Obviously, that decision did not please Al-Hafidh as-Suyuti, who was 
known for his Sufi inclinations, despite his praise for most of Al-Mut-
awakkil positions. He said in his history book, accusing Al-Mutawakkil 
of fanaticism: “Al-Mutawakkil was known for fanaticism; so the Mus-
lims suffered for that. People of Baghdad wrote their insulting of him on 
the walls and the mosques and the poets expressed their satiric poems 
against him.”42

I say: It was As-Suyuti who sided with the grave worshippers, as he pre-
sumed that all the population of Baghdad wrote on the walls insulting 
statements against Al-Mutawakkil! The truth is that the Shiites in Bagh-
dad and some of their poets were the ones who secretly abused the 
Caliph, because he sided with the people of truth and suppressed the 
people of innovation and misguidance! This is why, after the killing of 

41  Ibn Kathir: Al-Bidayah wa Nihayah, Dar Taqwa,Egypt,V5,Part10 p353 -354
42  As-Suyuti: the History of the Caliphs/ p278
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Al-Mutawakkil and in his biography of the new Caliph Al-Muntasir, the 
killer of his father, As-Suyuti wrote: “He (Al-Muntasir) was kind to the 
‘Alawites (extreme Shiites), and was in constant contact with them. He 
removed from the partisans of Taalib the fear and hardship they suffered 
when prohibited to visit the grave of Al-Hussein and he return Fadak to 
the clan of Al-Hussein.”43

I say: Thus, the concealed was unravelled to us that the mind of the son 
of the Caliph was infringed by the Shiites who poisoned his thoughts 
and corrupted his faith, which prompted him to take revenge against his 
father, claiming that his father wanted to appoint his brother instead of 
him. Therefore, we find that this Caliph, killer of his father, destroyed 
what had been built by his father and restored the innovations as they 
were before, and even ordered their protection! It is out of the Mercy 
of Allah that Al-Muntasir did not enjoy the kingship for long, as he died 
after six months in his reign!

Another Incident: The Caliph Al-Mutawakkil ordered the beat-
ing of a man who insulted Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Aaishah (may 

Allah be pleased with them)

Imam Ibn Kathir said on the events of 241H: “In that year, Al-Mutawakkil 
ordered the beating of a man from the elites of Baghdad, named ‘Isa Ibn 
Ja’far Ibn Mohamed Ibn ‘Asim.  He was severely beaten.  It was said that 
he received a thousand lashes until he died. Seventeen men testified to 
the judge of Al-Sharqiyya, Abu Hassan al-Ziyadi, that the man said curs-
es against Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Aishah and Hafsah, may Allah be pleased 
43  As-Suyuti: the History of the Caliphs/ p285
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with them. His case was referred to the Caliph, who sent his order to the 
governor of Baghdad, Mohamed Ibn Abdullah Ibn Taher Ibn al-Hasan, to 
punish him publicly for his cursing, to be beaten with whips until death, 
and then be thrown in the river and not to hold prayer over him, in order 
to deter atheistic people. 

There is a consensus among the scholars that whoever insults ‘Aishah, 
may Allah be pleased with her, is judged as a disbeliever, and there are 
two statements regarding whoever insults the other Mothers of the be-
lievers, but the correct one is that he would be judged as a disbeliever, 
because the Mothers of the believers are also the Prophet’s wives, may 
Allah be pleased with all of them.”44

The Caliph Al-Mutawakkil did not content with punishing the innovators, 
such as Al-Mu’tazilah and the Shi’a who insult the Prophet’s Compan-
ions. He stood firm against the excesses of the Dhimmis45 and the Mus-
lims who supported them; Ibn al-Qayyim said: “The Chief of the believers 
was informed that some people, who have no opinion, esteemed lightly 
the Dhimmis in their actions; so they take them as friends instead of the 
Muslims, and help them in their transgression against the Muslims.  The 
Caliph found it hard and distressing; he condemned it and decided to put 
an end to it as a way to get closer to Allah.  He decided to write to all his 
governors and commanders to stop using the Dhimmis in all their duties 
and affairs or share any trusts with them. 

44  Ibn Kathir: Al-Bidayah wa Nihayah,V5,Part10,P363
45  Non-Muslims who live under Muslim authority
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On the other hand, the believers’ trust should be cast on their fellow be-
lievers and they should honour their obligations without using the help 
from the disbelievers who reject the Message of the Prophets and asso-
ciate partners to Allah, the One and Only God.”46

Thus, the Caliph Al-Mutawakkil was alert about the internal front; he 
tried during the period of his rule to cleanse that front, at the time when 
his armies were engaged in wars against the Romans to defend the Mus-
lim state. The Romans feared him! But despite all this, his project to unite 
the home front and the elimination of the “fifth column”, which was a 
mite (it’s a type of bug) eating away the body of the nation and under-
mine its foundations, unfortunately, was not complete.   

Indeed, the evil had already arrived to the house of the Caliph himself 
and his closest associates, namely his son and some of his commanders 
who took him by surprise and killed him to open the gate of evil upon 
the Ummah which has not been mended yet.  They killed the last great 
Caliph of the Abbasid dynasty and with his killing came the end of the 
golden era of the Abbasid state! Then the age of the weak caliphs began 
which ended with the tragedy of Baghdad in 656H!

46  Ibn al-Qayyim: Ahkaam Ahl Dhimmah, Dar al-Kutub al-‘ilmiyah,Beirout,p174
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The Second Incident: The Killing of the Abbasid caliph 
Al-Mu’tasimbillah in 656H:

This Caliph was an example of the caliphs with weak opinions.  He 
was selected by Al-Duwidar and Al-Sharabi, the ministers of his father 
Al-Muntasir (d. 640), for fear that his uncle Al-Khafaji would take over.  
His uncle was brave and had plans to defeat the Tatars in their stronghold, 
but things do not always happen as desired! In his biography about the 
Caliph Al-Musta’simbillah, the last of the Abbasid caliphs in Iraq, writer 
Qutb Din Al-Yunini said: “He was religious, holding firm to the Sunnah of 

the Prophet َ  like his father and grandfather; but صَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم
he was not like them in terms of their alertness and high-mindedness.  
Al-Mustansir had a brother who had more courage and magnanimity 
than him, and he used to say: ‘If Allah puts me in charge of the matter, I 
would cross the river Jehon with the army and take the country from the 
Tatars and destroy them.

When Al-Mustansir died, Al-Duwidar, Al-Sharabi and the elites did not 
appoint Al-Khafaji for the matter; they were worried about him, so they 
preferred Al-Musta’sim for his flexibility and compliance in order to as-
sume the authority for themselves. When he was appointed, Al-Mus-
ta’sim placed his trust in his minister Mu’ayid Din Al-‘Alqami, the Rafidite 
(Shiite), who committed mischief in the land.”47

47  The History of the Caliphs, p371-372
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Ibn Al-‘Alqami (The Traitor who betrayed the Caliph):

Imam Adh-Dhahabi said about him: ‘Ibn Al-‘Alqami, Al-Baghdadi, Ar-Ra-
fidi, the minister of Al-Musta’sim. His government lasted fourteen years, 
during which he spread Shi’a doctrine and opposed the Sunnah of the 

Prophet َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم. When he learnt that Hulago intended 
to invade Iraq, he contacted him and encouraged his determination for 
the invasion in order to earn a status with him and be able to achieve 
his aims.  He dug a ditch for the Ummah but soon fell in it, tasting the 
bitterness of disgrace, after being the one who was at the front of the 
Sultan’s convoy. He died in distress and misery, and in the Hereafter, he 
will face the most disgraceful end in the most evil destination.”48

Al-‘Alqami, the traitor, released most contingents of the Caliphate’s 
army to ease the way for Hulago to invade Baghdad!  In the narration of 
adh-Dhahabi: “Al-Musta’sim appointed al-Mu’ayid Ibn Al-‘Alqami ar-Rafi-
di as minister; he caused all sorts of mischief. He pretended to be saving 
the state money, by releasing most of the army and keeping only a few 
of them...”49

“It was said that Hulago arrived with his huge army to the country from 
the east side. The minister advised the Caliph to lower himself to avoid 
confrontation. He suggested to go and see Hulago first. He did and after 
receiving assurances from Hulago about himself, he returned and said: 
“Hulago desires to marry his daughter to your son Abu Bakr and you will 
keep your position, just like he kept the Roman leader in his kingdom.  

48  Al-Dhahabi: Siyar a’laam an-Nubalaa’,Al-Safa Library,Cairo,V13 p403
49 Siyar-a’laam an-Nubalaa’,V13 p302
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The unsuspected Caliph set out to meet Hulago at the head of an import-
ant delegation for the assumed wedding; but they all fell in the trap laid 
by Al-‘Alqami and Hulago. 

All the members of the delegation were slaughtered; as for the Caliph, 
the Hulago army wrapped him and started hitting him in his tent with 
their shoes until his bones were broken and then they let the horses 
jump onto him until he was killed. The Tatar continued their rampage, 
killing the people even on the roofs of their homes and inside the Mas-
jid, until the streets ran of blood like rainwater in a valley. No one was 
safe from them, except the Jews, Christians and those that took refuge 
in the home of Ibn Al-’Alqami the Shiite, the same one who set this trap 
for the Muslims. The killing continued until it was said that the number 
of dead reached one million eight thousand bodies. We belong to Allah 
and to Allah we shall return.”50

50 Siyar-a’laam an-Nubala’,V13 p305-306
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6- Ibn Tumart, the self-proclaimed Mahdi who destroyed the 
Sunni state of Al-Murabitun (453H to 541H)

Ibn Tumart is a leader who claimed to be al-Mahdi al-Muntadar (the ea-
gerly awaited rightly guide) in his time.  His named was Abu Abdullah 
Mohamed Ibn Abdullah al-Soussi al-Maghribi; he died in 534H. Some 
historians had doubt about his name.  Author Provençal wrote in his 
book Islam in Morocco and Andalusia that he (Ibn Tumart) had a Berber 
name.  This opinion was transmitted by the author of the book ‘al-Mahdi 
Ibn Tumart’, a PhD thesis: “Provençal, one of the researchers, held the 
opinion that Ibn Tumart used to go by a purely Berber name and did 

not change it to Mohamed until late in honour of the Prophet ُــى اهلل  صَلَّ
ــلَّمَ 51”.عََليْهِ وَسَ

I say: Despite that this opinion was not approved by Dr. An-Najjar, I, 
however, agree that this scepticism is in its place.  Indeed, Ibn Tumart 
claimed to be Al-Mahdi Al-Muntadar, after reading the Prophet’s Ahad-
ith, describing the known Al-Mahdi Al-Muntadar; so he claimed that his 
name was Mohamed in accordance with the narration “The world will 
not come to an end until the Arabs are ruled by a man from my family 
whose name is the same as mine and whose father’s name is the same 
as my father’s.”52 He claimed that his father was Abdullah in order to 
conform with the narration of Abu Dawud!

51  Dr. Abdul-Majid an-Najjar: Al-Mahdi Ibn Tumart,Dar al-Gharb al-Islami,Beyrout,1403H,p23
52 Sunan Abi Dawud: 11/370
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There is also a piece of information in the book Nazm al-Juman by Ibn 
al-Qattan, which confirms our opinion: “Ibn al-Qattan mentioned that 
Ibn Tumart used the alias “Asfou”, which means “luminance” in Berber, 
because of his inherence in lighting the lamp in the Masjid for reading 
and praying.  As for the alias Al-Mahdi, he was known by it only after he 
declared to be Mahdi for people to pledge their allegiance to him.  He 
was then called Al-Imam Al-Ma’soom Al-Mahdi Al-Ma’loom(The infalli-
ble Imam, the known rightly guided)”53

Fatwa of one of Morocco’s Scholars on Ibn Tumart and  
his followers:

Al-Wansharisi (died in 914H) confirmed our opinion in his book Al-Mi’yar 
Al-Mu’arrab fi Rad ‘ala Ta’ifat Jaznayah (the Arabicised Standard in re-
plying against the Jaznayah Sect); Jaznayah sect were followers of Ibn 
Tumart.  It shows to us the teachings of Ibn Tumart and his lies that his 
father’s name was Abdullah, as mentioned in the answer of one of the 
past Moroccan scholars.  We transmit the questions and answers as fol-
low:

“A scholar from Tazi, and one of its muftis, Abu Abdillah Mohamed Ibn 
Abdul-Mu’min, may Allah’s Mercy be upon him, was asked about the 
sect of Jaznayah from Tazi: 

53  Dr. Abdul-Majid an-Najjar: Al-Mahdi Ibn Tumart,p24
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All Praise is due to Allah.  Sir, may Allah be pleased with you, we ask for 
your answer regarding a people who separated from the community; 
they regard the Muslims as disbelievers; they neither eat their slaugh-
tered animals nor pray behind their Imams, and they claim that whoever 
does not believe in Al-Mahdi Ibn Tumart is a disbeliever. They prefer Ibn 
Tumart over Abu Bakr and Umar, may Allah be pleased with them.  They 
say that whoever does not know the twelve chapters of Tawhid (Mono-
theism) is an disbeliever. They believe that wudu’ (ablution) is invalidat-
ed just by touching Al-mahaarim (non-marriageable relatives) and they 
say that whoever shaves what is under the beard is a Magian.  Please, 
show us the reply against them in these matters, may Allah’s Peace, Mer-
cy and Blessings be upon you.”54

What was the answer of the scholar Abu Abdillah Ibn Abdul-Mu’min? 

We select from the long answer the following paragraph:

“Those people whom you mentioned have distorted the Message of 

the Messenger of Allah َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ ــهِ He .صَلَّ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  صَلَّ
-said: “Whosoever tells a lie against me intentionally then sure وَسَــلَّمَ
ly let him occupy his seat in the Hell-Fire.”55

They appointed Ibn Tumart as Al-Mahdi, the grandson of the Messenger 

of Allah َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم.  Therefore, it should be said to them: 
I adjure you by Allah, has Al-Mahdi Ibn Tumart received the pledge be-

54  Al-Wansharisi: Al-Mi’yar al-Mu’arrab,Dar Al-Gharb Al-Islami,Beyrout,P2 p453
55  Recorded by Al-Bukhari, Vol 1, Book 3, Knowledge. Hadith 108on the authority of Anas 
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tween the Yemeni Corner and the Maqam of Ibrahim (in Al-Masjid Al-Ha-
ram in Makkah)? The Messenger of Allah had informed that the known 
Al-Mahdi will receive the pledge of allegiance between the Corner and 
the Maqaam. 

It should be said to them: We adjure you by Allah, was an army sent to 
him in ash-Sham and it was made to sink in the ground56? For the Proph-

et َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم informed that the known Al-Mahdi will wit-
ness this event.  It should be said to them: We adjure you by Allah Did 

Ibn Tumart live in Antakya? For the Prophet َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  صَلَّ
informed that he would live in it. Finally, it should be said to them: We 
adjure you by Allah, Did the father of Ibn Tumart have the same name 
like the Prophet’s father?

The difference between the two of them from the aspects which we have 
mentioned is that the known Al-Mahdi is an offspring of the Messenger 

of Allah َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ  from the siblings of Fatima, while Ibn صَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْ
Tumart is not. The known Al-Mahdi is given the pledge of allegiance be-
tween the Corner and the Maqaam, while Ibn Tumart did not; rather he 
was not even the Imam, for the Imam was Abdul-Mu’min bin ‘Ali.  The 
known Al-Mahdi will rule the Arabs, but Ibn Tumart did not.  The known 
Al-Mahdi will spread on this earth, justice and equity, and his imamate 
(leadership) will reign over all the lands, as informed by the Messenger 

of Allah َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم, but Ibn Tumart reign over the land of 
Maghreb only.  The known Al-Mahdi will live in Antakya, but Ibn Tumart 
56 Na’im reported from ‘Amru bin al-‘Ast who said: “The Sign of the appearance of al-Mahdi is the 
sinking of the invading army which will head to Makkah to fight al-Mahdi.” (From the Review of the Re-
minder of al-Qurtubi, page 142.
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did not live in it. The name of the known Al-Mahdi’s father is the same 
as the name of the Prophet’s father, but not for Ibn Tumart’s father. The 
known Al-Mahdi will be sent armies from Ash-Sham and Iraq, but Ibn 
Tumart did not see such armies; and the caliphate of the known Al-Mah-
di will be close to the coming of ‘Isa (Jesus).

As for their preference of Ibn Tumart over the Prophet’s Companions, it 
is a clear act of disbelief, because the Muslims have agreed by consensus 

that the best people after the Prophet َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم are Abu 
Bakr followed by ‘Umar, and then doubts differed regarding the prefer-
ence between ‘Uthman and ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with all of them. 
But those people breached the consensus, and whoever breaches the 
consensus is given chance to repent and if he does not repent, he will be 
executed.”57

I say: Therefore, Al-Mahdi Ibn Tumart was a Berber; his name was not 
Mohamed and his father’s name was not Abdullah!  His lineage is traced 
back to the tribe of Hargha, which is one of the clans of the famous Mas-
moudah tribe, and after all this, how dare relate himself to the offspring 

of the Messenger of Allah َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم!

This liar managed to deceive people with his fake righteousness and in-
cited the masses against the Al-Murabitun state, claiming that he want-
ed to change their munkar (evil); so he built up a set of followers to instil 
his venomous teachings in their minds. He judged the government of 

57  Al-Wansharisi: al-Mi’yar al-Mu’arrab,P2 p455-456
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Al-Murabitun and the majority of Ahlus Sunnah as kuffars (disbelievers), 
claiming that they are Mujassimah (who believe that Allah possess body 
similar to that of His Creation). 

Al-Murabitun’s belief was that of Ahlus Sunnah regarding Allah’s Names 
and Attributes, and they believed that Allah is One without any associate 
with Him; He  is with His Creation with His Knowledge, Awareness and 
Support and not with His Own Self, as claimed by those who believe in 
al-Hulul58and those who deny Allah’s Names and Attributes (Jahmiyyah), 
etc. 

Ibn Tumart waged a cruel and relentless campaign against Al-Mura-
bitun, because they did not share his distorted doctrines regarding Al-
lah’s Names and Attributes and issues of (Tawhid) Islamic Monotheism.  
He incited their killings, especially after meeting his disciple the son of 
Abdul-Mu’min Ibn ‘Ali (d. 588H) who supported his message and estab-
lished the state of Al-Muwahhidin (515H to 668H) after the fall of Al-Mu-
rabitun State. 

The set back was due to the heedlessness of Al-Murabitun rulers from 
this conspiring and destructive project and their distraction in fighting 
the Spanish in Andalusia, because the vast state of Al-Murabitun extend-
ed from deep south in Niger to Tunisia and from Morocco to Andalusia, 
Castile and up to the mountains of Pyrenees which separate Spain from 
France!! 

58 Belief that Allah is united with His Creation.
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This “incurable disease”, the close enemy, Ibn Tumart and his gang were 
eating from the body of Al-Murabitun State while the state was negli-
gent towards them and dealt with them thoughtlessly!!

The surprise came when the huge army of Ibn Tumart began taking the 
provinces of Al-Murabitun, one after the other, until they removed them 
from Marrakech and took of control of Andalusia, declaring the end of 
the reign of the Tashfin kingdom and thereby cancelling the dream of the 
scholar Abdullah Ibn Yassin, the founder of this Sunni state which defeat-
ed the Spanish crusaders in the Battle of Zallaqa in 479H.

Thus, the banner of the truth, which was in the hands of Al-Murabitun, 
was broken, and up rose the state of misguidance (named the state of 
Al-Muwahhidin), which caused the massacre of Ahlus Sunnah, legalising 
the taking of their innocent lives.  This evil state killed many of scholars, 
judges and righteous people, because they did not share their evil be-
liefs; they did not believe in their invalid doctrines such as the “infallibil-
ity” of the false and self-proclaimed Mahdi, Ibn Tumart!!

There is a narration that supports our opinion in the danger of the close 
enemy and that the harm of this close enemy is so lethal if it grows stron-
ger and become dominant; the incident is as follow:
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Al-Mansour Al-Muwahidi refused to support Salah-uddin 
Al-Ayyubi:

The Amir of Al-Muwahhidin State (Abu Yusuf bin Ya’cub Al-Mansur) died 
in 595H. He was the first among the Amirs of Al-Muwahhidin to assume 
the title of the Amir of the believers and chose the alias of Al-Mans-
ur! This so-called caliph refused to send support to the Sultan al-Nasir 
Salah-uddin Al-Ayyubi, when he requested military reinforcements to 
face the crusading armies in the East! 

Why did Ibn Tumart refuse to support Salah-uddin? 

Because he used to consider the Muslims in the East as polytheists (he 
judged them as Mujassimah) and therefore they should not be support-
ed! But he did not reveal his judgment to Salah-uddin; he simply made 
irrelevant excuses, as mentioned by some historians: “He (i.e. Al-Mans-
ur) believed that he was the one worthy of the leadership of the Muslims 
everywhere; therefore, he did not yield in his reply to Salah-uddin when 
the latter dispatched his messenger requesting his backing for the Mus-
lims in the land of ash-Sham in their war against the crusaders; his alibi 
was that Salah-uddin did not address him with his self-proclaimed title 
“Amir Al-Mu’minin” (Chief of the Believers)!”59

I say: How would he address him with the title of Amir Al-Mu’minin while 
the Sultan al-Nasir Salah-uddin held a pledge to the Sunni Abbasid Caliph 
59  Mohamed Maher Hamadah: Diraasah Wathqiyah li Tareekh al-Islami and its Sources, ar-Risalah 
Institution,1408H,p510
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who was in Baghdad? Al-Mansur’s excuses are feeble and baseless, and 
the truth is that the rule of Al-Muwahhidin state did not respond to the 
appeal of Salah-uddin because he considered them, as we mentioned 
earlier, to be Mujassimah, Murtaddin,60 who opposed his beliefs. 

60  Apostates:  Apostasy in Islam is commonly defined in Islam as the rejection in word or deed of one’s 
former religion (apostasy) by a person who was previously a follower of Islam.
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7- The Ottoman State (699H to 1342H)

This State was founded and established upon a religious basis (upon the 
trend of Al-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah) by ‘Uthman Ghazi and his son Orkhan 
Ghazi and his grandson Murad the First, nicknamed the martyred Sultan, 
who spent the thirty years of his rule in Islamic conquests and extended 
the area of the state.  It is for this reason that some historians regard him 
as the first Sultan of the Ottoman state, because his father Orkhan and 
his grandfather had the title “Bek”.  The conquest march was resumed by 
Bayazid the First, alias “as-Sa’iqah” (Thunderbolt).  

Some historians considered Bayazid the First, as the first to assume the 
title of Sultan officially in the Ottoman dynasty... then came Sultan Mu-
rad the Second, father of Sultan Mohamed the Second, alias Al-Faatih 
(the Conqueror of Constantinople, Serbia, Athens, Bosnia, Macedonia, 
Trabzon and parts of Slovakia).  He began the attack on Italy and con-
quered Otranto and besieged Rhodes! Thus, the Ottomans renewed the 
youthfulness of Islam, after the sun of the pure religion went down in 
Andalusia!

The great Ottoman sultans were invading and conquering new lands in 
Islam and had control of the world in their hands for six centuries, be-
tween a golden age of the great sultans, a middle age and finally the age 
of weakness when the Ottoman state began to weaken and became as 
“the sick man of Europe” in the latter part of the 19th century.     
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The Slandered State:

Historian Dr. Al-Shannawi said: “The Ottoman state lived for more than 
six centuries and its Muslim armies conquered vast lands in the east and 
middle of Europe; they were territories which had never be under the 
control of a Muslim leader before.  In the name of Islam, the Ottoman 
armies won impressive victories and many European countries fell under 
its control. European governments were terrified by the surge of these 
Muslim armies on their lands. 

The Ottoman state had to face many international crusaded blocs sug-
gested by the papacy in Rome and made up of many European states.  
On some occasions, the Ottoman state exchanged victories and defeats 
with its enemies.  The Europeans never gave the Ottoman state a chance 
to gather its breath, but it always managed to pick its self-up, restore its 
land and naval strength to pursue its victorious course.”61

Thus, the Ottoman State raised the banner of Islam throughout six cen-
turies, but it attained an age of weakness and eventually wasted! But 
how did that happen?

There are studies and researches about the causes of the rise of this 
state, the secret of its strength and the factors of its weakness by mali-
cious historians who are numerous and another group of historians who 
are fair but few!
61  Dr. Abdul-‘Aziz Al-Shannawi, the Ottoman State: the Slandered Muslim State,Anglo Egyptian Li-
brary,Cairo,1980/p6
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However, some people may ask the question: What is the relationship of 
the Ottoman state with the subject of “the close enemy, the basis of the 
incurable disease” the title of the article?

I say: The Ottoman state is the example of the young state which used to 
include among its shores and under its protection many ethnicities, rac-
es and nations who speak various languages; and despite all that, they 
all used to live in peace and security as subjects of the Ottoman state!

Nevertheless, the problem is that there were many factors which led to 
the weakness of the state and the decline of its jurisdiction over the ter-
ritories it conquered, especially the factor of the close enemy.  That “in-
curable disease” strained the state, whether it was the close enemy from 
inside the government in Al-Bab Al-‘Aali (the centre of the Caliphate) or 
the close enemy among the greedy who were affiliated in the religion 
of Islam (such as TimurLenk, the Safawiyin (Shiites), and those worried 
about their reign like the Mameluks in Egypt (Qunsuwah Al-Ghuri and 
Touman Bay) or the close enemy from the non-Muslim privileged sects 
who were a thorn in the side of the Ottoman state and behind nationalist 
tendencies, adopted from the nationalist movements that appeared in 
that period of time and spread all over Europe. Those factors achieved 
their aims because of the weakness of the late sultans of the Ottoman 
dynasty!
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We shall now shed light on two examples so that the idea is made clear 
before us:

The First example: Sultan Bayazid the First (d. 804H), who  
defeated the Europeans in the Battle of Nicopols and what was 

his fate?

This Sultan terrorised the Europeans with his invasions, especially when 
he besieged Constantinople. He nearly conquered it to pave the way to 
invade the entire of Europe had it not been for the appearance of the 
Shiite Tatar “TimurLenk” who did what all the kings of Europe and their 
huge armies could not achieve against Sultan Bayazid!

The Crusade campaign under the leadership of Sigmund, king 
of Hungary, in 798H:

The author of the book “The Ottomans in History” said: “The story of 
this crusade campaign is that Sigmund requested the help of the Pope 
to create a European campaign to save Hungary and Byzantine from the 
Ottoman danger.  The campaign raised the slogan of “suppress the Turks 
first and then conquer Jerusalem”.  This campaign consisted of the Hun-
garian, French, German, Polish, English, Italian and Spanish armies.

These allied armies of 130 thousand fighters crossed the Danube River 
and reached the city of Nicopolis, where a battle that carried its name 
was fought between the crusaders, led by Sigmund and the Ottomans 
led by the Amir Bayazid (the Thunderbolt) in 1396 (798H).  
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The battle of Nicopolis ended with the victory of the Ottomans, who cap-
tured many of the French nobles, such as Count of Nevers, commander 
of the Burgundy forces and its prince.  This Count swore a commitment 
that he would never return to fight against the Ottomans.  After releas-
ing the captured princes and commanders following the receipt of their 
ransom, Bayazid wanted to free Count De Nevers from his oath, so he 
said: “Count, you may return one more time to fight against me in order 
to wipe away the disgrace that befell you. You should know that I am not 
worried about your return; otherwise I would not have freed you. Come 
whenever you like and you will find me and my soldiers in front of you, 
because I was born to defeat the enemies I find before me.”

After the victory of the Ottomans in Nicopolis, Bayazid sent the news 
about this victory to the Abbasid Caliph Al-Mutawakkil in Cairo, and the 
reply of the Caliph was that he dispatched him a robe of honour and a 
sword, to recognize Bayazid as the ruler of the Roman provinces.”62

TimurLenk (d. 807H) stopped the victories of Sultan Bayazid:

It was reported in the book “At-Tuhfah Al-Halimiyah fi Tarikh ad-Dawlah 
al-‘Alawiyah,” by Ibrahim BekHalim, who was a contemporary historian 
to the rule of Sultan Abul-Hamid the Second and he also lived a peri-
od during the rule of Khedive (Viceroy) of Egypt, ‘Abbas the Second: “In 
804H, Timor Lenk continued his control over the Ottoman properties, 
62  Dr. Mohamed Harb: The Ottoman’s in History and Civilisation/ Egyptian Centre for Turkish Studies in 
Cairo/ p17-18
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day by day; so Sultan Bayazid invited him for a battle and he came with 
twenty commanders under his protection, among them the princes of 
Sharwan, Kilan, DiyarBikr, Kurdistan, Bakhshan, Khan and Turkistan along 
to Ankara; he wanted to seize it from its governor Ya’cubBek, but Sultan 
Bayazid arrived with his army in Tuqad to face the army of Timor Lenk.  

The fighting started on the Friday of 19 Dhil-Hijjah of the aforementioned 
year.  When the Tatar soldiers in the army of Bayazid saw that the soldiers 
in the army of Timor Lenk are also Tatars, they left Bayazid and joined the 
army of Timor Lenk and they were fifty thousand.  The army of Bayazid 
was defeated, but Bayazid himself was not defeated and never despaired 
from divine help; so he climbed along with his close men to a hill. As for 
Timor Lenk, he dispatched Mahmud Khan (offspring of Jenkiz Khan) to 
capture Bayazid.  When he reached him, the horse of Bayazid fell and so 
he was taken captive to Timor Lenk.”63

The West is indebted to Timor Lenk:

W. Durant commented about the battle of Nicopolis: “The two most pow-
erful leaders of their time met in Ankara in 1401 whereby the strategy of 
Timor Lenk forced his Turkish enemies to fight after they were exhausted 
by the long march.  The Turkish were badly defeated and Bayazid was 
taken captive.  Constantinople erupted in joy and the Christian world 
remained safe from the Turks for a period of half a century thanks to the 
Tatars.”64

63  Ibrahim BekHalim: at-Tuhfah al-Halimiyah fi Tarikh ad-Dawlah al-‘Aliyyah,Al-Mukhtar Institution,-
Cairo,p.73-74
64  W. Durant: The Story of Civilisation, Dr. Abdul-Haid Yunus and Mohamed ‘Ali Abu Darrah,Al-Usra 
Library in Cairo,V13, Part25-26,p47
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The West praised the victories of Timor Lenk:

“Henry the Fourth sent his congratulations to Timor Lenk; France sent 
bishops with presents; Henry the Third, king of Castile, sent a prominent 
delegation led by Roy Gonzalez Clavigo.”65

The Debate of Timor Lenk with the Scholars of Aleppo:

Timor Lenk, the oppressor and killer of women and children in the city of 
Aleppo (Halab, Syria), was fond of invading the Muslim lands and not the 
disbelievers’. Let us see what he had asked the scholars and judges when 
he entered the city in 803H:

Imam ash-Shawkani (d. 1250H) said in “Al-Badr At-Taali’”: “Timor Lenk 
invited the scholars and judges to come and greet him; they obliged and 
came on Wednesday night; but he did not honour them and kept on ha-
rassing them with questions. The last of his questions was: “What is your 
opinion about Mu’awiyah and Yazeed is it permissible to invoke the curse 
on them?” The judge ’Ilm-Din al-Qafsi the Malikite replied that ‘Ali for-
mulated his judgment and was right, so he will have two rewards, while 
Mu’awiyah made his judgment and was wrong but he will have one re-
ward; and this enraged Timor Lenk.  Al-Sharaf Abu al-Barakaat al-Ansari 
al-Shafi’i replied that it is not permissible to curse Mu’awiyah because he 
is a Sahabi (Prophet’s Companion).  Timor Lenk said: “What is the defi-

65  W. Durant: The Story of Civilisation, V26, p47



62

nition of a Sahabi?” al-Sharaf replied that it is whoever saw the Prophet 

 .صَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّمَ

Timor Lenk said: “The Jews and Christians saw the Prophet صَلَّــى اهلُل 
ــلَّمَ ــهِ وَسَ  and he replied that the condition is that the person ”!عََليْ

who saw the Prophet َصَلَّــى اهلُل عََليْــهِ وَسَــلَّم should be Muslim. Judge 
Sharaf-Din also mentioned that he saw in the margin of some books that 
it was permissible to invoke the curse on Yazeed; but Timor Lenk was 
more furious. 

He continued his infuriating questions, saying: “A number of fighters from 
us and from you are killed; so who will go to Paradise, ours or yours?” 
One of the scholars, who were present, named Ibn al-Shahnah (d. 890H 
in Aleppo), said: “This is a question that was given to the Messenger of 

Allah َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  ”?Timor Lenk objected and said: “How ”صَلَّ
He said: “It was confirmed in the authentic Hadith that a man asked the 

Messenger of Allah َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  O Messenger of Allah, a‘ :صَلَّ
man fights out of nationalism (or tribalism), another fights out of brav-
ery, and another fights to show off, which of them fights in the Cause of 

Allah?’ so he َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ -said: ‘He who fights so that Al صَلَّ
lah’s Word is superior then he fights in the Cause of Allah.’” 
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When Timor Lenk heard this answer, he was pleased with it.  How ex-
cellent Ibn Shuhnah was! His good reply is due to Allah.  This is how the 
answers of the scholars should be, not like judge Sharaf-Din who quoted 
something from the margin of a book!”66

The Second Example: The Christian West praised the Safawis67

The author of the “Story of Civilisation” said: “The Muslim world in the 
near and middle east remained torn and broken from 1508 until 1638; 
so the Christian world benefited from this separation, as Sulaiman al-Qa-
nuni gave up his assault on the West and directed his campaign towards 
Persia.  The Ambassador of Ferdinand in Constantinople wrote: “It is Per-
sia that stands between us and our destruction”. Sulaiman led another 
army against “the menial (unskilled) red head” (this was the name that 
the Turks used to call the Persians).  

He conquered thirty one cities and then he pursued his campaign against 
the Christian world.  In the period between 1515 and 1545, Charles re-
started his negotiations with the Persians to stand up against Sulaiman.  
The West were overjoyed when the Persians took charge of the attacks 
and retook Ardrom; but Sulaiman returned in 1554 and conquered vast 
Persian lands; and he forced King Tahmasb to sign a peace treaty by which 
Baghdad and the near part of al-Jazeerah al-‘Arabiya be under the rule of 
the Turks.”68

66  Imam ash-Shawkani: al-Badr al-Taali’, Study by D. Hussein bin Abdullah al-‘Umary, Dar al-Fikr, Da-
mascus, p190
67 The Shiites who established their state in Iran and allied with other enemies of Islam (Portuguese, 
British...) against the Ottoman state.
68  W. Durant: Story of the Civilisation,V26,p. 94-95
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8- The Battle of At-Tal Al-Kabir in 1882 between the Egyptian 
Army and the English Army.

This battle is an example of the chaos, the failure and the treason. In-
deed, if we want to teach the youth today an example of the failed bat-
tles and the disappointment that befell the Egyptian people during that 
period, after the victory of the British by betrayal and the easy occupa-
tion of Egypt, we will not find a worse battle than that of At-Tal Al-Kabir 
(the Big Hill).  This was the battle between the Egyptian army, led by Ah-
mad ‘Orabi (the famous Egyptian leader) and the British forces... so who 
is this army leader?

A brief biography of the Egyptian Army leader Ahmad ‘Orabi:

Ahmad ‘Orabi was born in 21 March 1841 in the village of Hiryat Raznah 
in the eastern delta province of Sharqiyyah near Zagazig.

His father was the village Sheikh.  He studied five years in his village, and 
then he moved to Al-Azhar where he stayed four years. Then he enlist-
ed in the Egyptian Army in 1854 and graduated in the military until he 
became a minister and leader of the revolution, attributed to him, and 
after the defeat, he was sentenced and exiled. He died in 1911.69

Ahmad ‘Orabi spoke about himself saying: “I am an Egyptian peasant. I 
have worked hard to my ability to achieve reform to my country. I have 

69  See our book: the Role of Rafa’ahTahtawi in destroying the Islamic Identity/Al-Maqreze Centre/Lon-
don p.162-163
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strived to preserve the independence to my country along with free-
dom, justice and equality to the poor to whom I am their servant.  How-
ever, due to ill divination, the intended purpose was not successful.  I am 
contented with my personal dignity that will stay with me as long as I live 
and will remain with me after I die.  I will always be pleased to be called 
“Ahmad ‘Orabi Al-Masri” only, without any titles.  I was born in the land 
of the Pharaohs and their pyramids will remain my grave.  The whole 
Egyptian nation was with me in my company. I will always love my nation 
and I hope it will not forget me.”70

I say: The Free Officers’ Movement, led by ‘Orabi against the British did 
not rise from an Islamic perspective; it has no relationship with the reli-
gion whatsoever. It is a movement that needs to be evaluated historical-
ly, away from any effects, and then judge it from an Islamic perspective 
in an independent study.

As for the cause of the Egyptian army defeat, under the leadership of 
‘Orabi, the author of the book “Al-botoolaat Al-‘Arabiyyawal-Ajnabiyya” 
said: “Then there was the battle of the Big Hill on the 13th of September 
1882.  In our military and political history, there is not a day in which luck 
swerved from us as it occurred on that black day.  When reading the de-
tails of that battle, one wonders how did we commit all those mistakes 
and how we walked into the abyss (a hole) with eyes misguided by the 
devil?  It was in our ability to avoid all those mistakes, one after the other 
and be saved from the abyss with a bit of wisdom and insight!”71

70 Ibid.
71  D. Hussein Mu’nis: Images of foreign and Arabic heroics, Dar Rashad,Cairo,1413H,p. 341
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We summarise the causes of the Egyptian army defeat against 
the British in the following points:

a) The scattering of the Egyptian army. Ahmad ‘Orabi was in the 
company of some units in the Big Hill, whereas ‘Abdul-‘Al Hilmi was 
with other army units in the city of Damyat. Only two units, led by 
Admiral Mohamed Abeed, attended the battle of the Big Hill, while 
the officer Talabah ‘Ismat, defender of Alexandria who was known 
for his bravery in battles, remained in Al-Bahriyya, away from the 
crucial clash on the Big Hill, which was in serious need of his efforts.

b) Simplicity and naivety of Ahmad ‘Orabi to the extent of his 
trust in the French manager of the Canal Suez Company, Ferdinand 
de Lesseps, who promised him with his honour and deceived him, 
to close the canal in the face of the British. The disaster occurred 
when de Lesseps left the canal open behind the back of the Egyp-
tian army.  Allah confirmed the behaviour of these enemies of Is-
lam, when He says: 

ِخُذوا ِبَطاَنًة ِمْن ُدوِنُكْم َل َيأْلُوَنُكْم  َها الَِّذيَن آَمُنوا َل َتتَّ َيا أَيُّ
ْم َقْد َبَدِت اْلَبْغَضاُء ِمْن أَْفَواِهِهْم َوَما ُتْخِفي  وا َما َعِنتُّ َخَباًل َودُّ

ا َلُكُم اْلَياِت ۖ إِْن ُكْنُتْم َتْعِقلُوَن نَّ ُصُدوُرُهْم أَْكَبُر ۚ َقْد َبيَّ

“O you who believe! Take not as (your) Bitanah (advisors, consultants, 
protectors, helpers, friends) those outside your religion (pagans, Jews, 

Christians, and hypocrites) since they will not fail to do their best to 
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corrupt you. They desire to harm you severely. Hatred has already 
appeared from their mouths, but what their breasts conceal is far 

worse. Indeed We have made plain to you the Ayat (proofs, evidenc 

es, verses) if you understand.” 72

c) The presence of many traitors in the army of ‘Orabi. D. Hus-
sein Mu’nis said: “But the traitors surrounded ‘Orabi and conspired 
against him.  Whenever, he issued an order, they transmitted it to 
the enemies.  Even Sultan Basha, the president of the house of par-
liament and his old friend came to deceive him with the news that 
the British would not come forward.  

‘Orabi forgot the fact that Sultan Basha easily turned his country and 
that he was receiving ten thousand pounds in return for his betrayal. 
‘Orabi was not aware of that and kept on listening and opening his heart 
for him!”73

d) The treason of the Bedouins and their betrayal of the army of 
‘Orabi.  The Sheikh of the Bedouin tribes, named Mas’ud, deceived 
the Egyptian soldiers to the extent that they misled Mahmoud Sami 
al-Baroudi who rushed with his men to rescue ‘Orabi but could not 
reach the battle! At the same time, those Bedouins guided the Brit-
ish soldiers to the positions of the Egyptian army!

72  Surah Al-‘Imran: 118
73  D. Hussein Mu’nis: Images of foreign and Arabic heroics/1413H, p. 342-343
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e) There is a traitor and criminal by the name of ‘Ali Yusuf, who 
used to write reports on all information and send them to the Brit-
ish.He even managed to be informed about the plan of the Egyp-
tian army and sent it to the British, which led to the heavy defeat of 
‘Orabi.

Thus, The Enemy Within played a great role, if not the main one, in the 
defeat of the Egyptian army in 1299H/1882.  
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9- The Removal of the State of Taliban at the hands of the An-
glo-American occupation forces in 1421H/2001:

We have seen with our own eyes how the state of peace and security (the 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan) fell at the hands of the evil Anglo-Amer-
ican alliance (alliance of more than eighty countries).  With their huge 
and small armies, they all invaded the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
which is considered among the poorest in the world!  Despite all these 
powerful forces, they could not invade Afghanistan except with the help 
of the “near enemy”!

The near enemy which caused the defeat of Taliban even 
though we do not ignore the power of the far enemy:

The Northern Alliance (Rabbani/Sayyaf/Dostum/Hazara Shiites/the roy-
al supporters/the westernised)

a) Pakistan (striking the Islamic Emirate on its back/providing in-
formation to the American intelligence service/ Facilitating Pakistani 
airspace and land to the Americans/capturing many non-Afghan 
Mujahidin and handing them to the Americans/detaining hundreds 
of Afghani Talibans and handing them to the American intelligence 
service in addition to expelling them with their families/detaining 
thousands of Pakistanis, who are sympathetic with Taliban, in the 
prisons of traitor Pervez/Guarding the borders for the benefits of 
the Americans).
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b) Iran (Opening the airspace for the jetfighters of the greatest 
Satan in order to strikes the poor Muslim people of Afghanistan (be-
cause most of them are Sunnis).  The Revolutionary Guards trained 
units of the Shiite Unity party which entered with the invading 
American forces and guided them to the positions of the Mujahidin 
in the province of Hirat and some provinces in the north.

c) The alliance of the neighbouring countries (Russian, China, Uz-
bekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan) in addition to Iran and Pakistan 
in favour of the American invasion.

d) The betrayal of the so-called (Khaskar) who joined Taliban 
(even though he was not one of them) at later times before the 
occupation of Afghanistan.  Unfortunately, he was appointed as Ka-
bul’s head of security! He deceived his leaders and conspired with 
the enemy to surrender the city of Kabul to the Northern Alliance 
in return of money.  He was eventually executed by the Mujahidin 
of Taliban!
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10- The Occupation of the Ar-Rasheed Capital (Baghdad) in 
1423H/2003:

Iraq was occupied and the Islamic Ummah (nation) with its gaping mouths 
remained shocked and engaged to the media, feeling helpless as it swal-
lows a bad defeat!

As for the near enemy who participated in the occupation of Iraq, they 
are as follow:

a) The treacherous close figures in the Iraqi regime who used to 
deal with the Americans behind the President and his intelligence 
service.  These close people were either relatives of the regime, such 
as the person who offered the previous president of Iraq, Saddam 
Hussein, to the Americans, or the person who guided them to the 
hideout of his sons and grandson, or they could be from the sensi-
ble regime services, such as the ex-director of the Iraqi intelligence, 
Wafiq Samura’i, who conspired with the Americans and provided 
them with significant information.  The occupation forces rewarded 
him with the post of consultant to the actual president of Iraq, Jalal 
Talabani! There were also many betrayals in the ranks of the army 
whose allegiance was to the Kurdish leadership or the Shiite clerics, 
who used to conspire with the Iranian government under the su-
pervision of the American intelligence.

b) Kuwait, the near arch-enemy who opened its airspace, its land 
and its provisions to the invading forces.
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c) Iran who adopted the principle “the enemy of my enemy is my 
friend!” The Iranians allied with what they call it Shaytan al-Akbar 
(America)in revenge of the Sunnis in Iraq, not in retaliation of the 
Baath Party as they claim, because many of the leaders of the Baath 
party were Shiites! Indeed, this war unravelled the evil nature of 
the Iranian regime that trades with religion along with its wicked 
allies in Iraq! Mohamed Ali Abtahi, the former vice president of Iran 
admitted in a past interview given in the United Arab Emirates at 
the end of the conference on the Gulf and the future challenges, 
held by the Emirates Centre of Strategic Studies on 22 Dhil-Qi’dah 
1424H/14-1-2004, saying that his country “offered many supports 
to the Americans in their wars against Afghanistan and Iraq” and “If 
it were not for the Iranian cooperation, neither Kabul nor Baghdad 
would have fallen easily!”

Regarding the US-Iranian cooperation, the former general secretary of 
the Lebanese Shiite Hezbollah, Sobhi Tofayli said: “In order not to de-
lude ourselves, I say that no doubt an Iranian-American dialogue had 
started before the invasion of Iraq. A delegation of the supreme council 
of the Islamic revolution that supports Iran had visited Washington for 
this purpose.  The Iranian movements in Iraq are part of the structure 
established by the United States in Iraq. One of the prominent Friday 
preachers in the Iranian capital said in a sermon that had it not been for 
Iran, America would have sunk in the mud of Afghanistan.  The Iranians 
facilitated the entry to Afghanistan for the Americans and they are help-
ing them stay now.  As for the statement about the capture of previous 
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ambassador here or the talk about a nuclear weapon there, it comes 
into the American strive to improve the conditions of the Iranian coop-
eration.  Spreading shiism is used now to support the American project 
in Afghanistan.”74  

d) Saudi Arabia, the servants of the House! Those who are more 
fearful of Bush than of the Lord of the Worlds! The Al-Saud regime 
opened the land of the Divine Revelation to the Anglo-American 
crusade forces to desecrate that blessed territory.  Indeed, it is from 
there that the enemy fighter aircrafts set off to pour tons of explo-
sives and lava on the heads of poor Sunnis in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
with blessings of the clerics of Al-Saud for this crusade aggression 
against the Muslims!

e) Qatar, a tiny gulf state that follows the example of its sister in 
treason (Saudi Arabia)! The as-Sayliya base served as the military 
operations centre of the US aggression against the Muslims in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq or any country that dare say “No” to the Ameri-
cans in the future!

f) Turkey, member of NATO, the allied crusaders. It opened its 
airspace for American to bomb the Kurdish Mujahidin before and 
after the invasion of Iraq, along with providing all kinds of services 
to the invading forces.

74  Al-Sharq Al-Awsat, 25/9/2006
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g) Jordan, the base of treason and betrayal; it was created by the 
British to protect the Zionist entity that occupies Palestine and spy 
on neighbouring regimes!

h) Syria (The Nusayri regime) that allies with its brothers, the 
Imamates in Qum (Iran)! This regime, along with the Iraqi regime, 
graduated from the Baath party school Al-‘Aflaqi! The enemy broth-
ers! They conspired against their baath brothers and expelled their 
comrades from the Syrian territory... and handed most of them to 
the Americans to earn their satisfaction!

i) Egypt and everybody knows what Egypt is! I mean the Egyp-
tian regime; the regime that does not hesitate to support the en-
emies. It is a bad omen to its people and the nation as a whole! 
Not only did this regime provide false information to the Americans 
about the ability of Iraq’s military (weapons of mass destruction!), 
but went further in its evil and misguidance and opened the Suez 
Canal for ships carrying American troops, supplies and equipment 
to attack Iraq twice! It actually participated in the Second Gulf War 
in 1411/1991, and participated in the over throw of Baghdad in 
1423/2003!
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11- Occupation of Somalia in 1427H/2007:

Somalia has been hijacked in full view of the world! Peace, stability and 
justice that came with the believing youth (the Islamic Courts) have been 
wasted.  Dream and hope were lost by the action of the near enemy that 
allied with the far and farthest enemy! 

We can point out to the enemy near that caused the fall of Mogadishu 
without ignoring other factors as follows:

1) The alliance of the transitional government led by Abdullah Yusuf, the  
(apostate) and his gang who caused destruction of their people, as they 
were used by the crusaded government of the present Abrahah (Mils 
Zinawi, PM of Ethiopia) to invade the Muslim country of Somalia! This 
transitional apostate government had reached a state of meanness and 
vileness to the extent that its Home secretary, Hussein Aideed, declared 
the willingness to open the borders with Ethiopia and unite their curren-
cy!  

Hussein Aideed is the evil son who conspired against his father, Farih 
Aideed, and sent someone to kill him for the benefits of the Americans, 
and when the killer came back to him, he killed him to conceal his crime 
and bury his secret! This evil person, who is naturalized as American, de-
clared his approval to the violation of the Somali airspace by the Amer-
ican bombers to kill the innocent villagers! He even requested from the 
Americans to dispatch their forces to track the supporters of the Islamic 
Courts!
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2) The highwaymen or the so-called warlords: those are a group of ban-
dits and killers who caused mischief in Somalia, under the order of the 
American intelligence, who were happy to see Somalia cut into pieces by 
the gangs of traitors.  Although the Islamic Courts managed to purify the 
land from their evil, they came back another time under the protection 
of the Americans and the crusaded Ethiopian forces.

3) Ethiopia (the Vatican of Africa): It is a disgrace for this Ummah that 
Ethiopia could occupy an Islamic nation so easily, knowing that more 
than 50% of Ethiopia’s population are Muslims and most of them are 
from the ethnic group of Oromo, who form the majority of the total pop-
ulation of 74 million; the Orthodox Christians make 35% and the rest are 
idolaters.  This clearly means that the Muslims are the majority, and yet 
they are not valued, because the West wants it a crusade state to spread 
Christianity in all the jungles of Africa!

4) Kenya: a breeding ground for the American intelligence.  This country 
has become a nest for hatched conspiracies, whereby the crusaded re-
gime is working in full swing with the crusader Ethiopian forces in order 
to break up Somalia for their benefits and the benefit of the world forces 
of evil.

5) The constantly defeated Arab regimes. These are names of countries 
concerned with the Somalia case (Egypt, Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Ye-
men, Tunisia and Djibouti) or the so-called Committee of Seven, formed 
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by the Arab League. That league which serves as a false witness to the ills 
of Muslim Arabs since its founding by order of the British in 1949! 

The president of the Egyptian regime, Hosni Mubarak, declared, as 
published in Al-Sharq Al-Awsat newspaper on 16 Dhil-Hijjah 1427H/05 
January 2007: “Ambassador Sulayman ‘Awwad, the spokesman of the 
Egyptian presidency explained in his statement to the journalists that 
‘President Mubarak expressed his understanding for the reasons of the 
intervention of Ethiopia in Somalia, which came at the request of the 
Somali government and Somali President Abdullah Yusuf.’”

Notice: Hosni Mubarak expressed his “understanding” for the reason 
of Ethiopia’s occupation of Somalia! The word “understanding” in the 
glossary of political treason means he blesses and justifies the Ethiopi-
an crusader invasion that is driven by the Americans in Somalia! In the 
same defeatist manner came the statement of ‘Ali Abdullah Saleh who 
opened Yemen wide open to the US intelligence in all its branches for in-
telligence to spread corruption and immorality in the ranks of Muslims. 
Ali Abdullah Saleh declared like his Egyptian counterpart, harbinger of 
doom, according to what was published in Al-Quds al-Arabi newspaper 
on 17th of Dhil Hijjah 1427H/17 January 2007: “Saleh justified the Ethi-
opian intervention as being a request made by the transitional govern-
ment of Somalia.  He said that the Ethiopians could be worried about 
the security because of the presence of the Islamists in the province of 
Ogaden.  They are afraid of the Islamic tide to affect the region!! Thus, 
Ali Abdullah Saleh has become more Abyssinian than the Abyssinians 
themselves!
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Conclusion

In Short:

After this round up, we can confirm the following points:

First: By the Enemy Within we mean, everyone who resides in the land 
of the Muslims, whether they are apostates (the rulers and their aides/
Non-religious parties/individuals) or the infidels who reside by way of a 
covenant of security, but they broke that covenant of security and their 
present is harmful to the state of Islam, or are neighbouring a Muslim 
country, the closest to the next closest.

Second: The groups affiliated to the people al-Qiblah (mainstream Mus-
lims) are considered as the most dangerous and destructive sects of the 
Islamic state. Sheikhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said: “The scholars agreed 
that the greatest attacks on the people of al-Qiblah (Muslims) and the 
greatest corruption that befell the Muslims are from those sects affiliat-
ed to them.”75

Third: The past scholars did not forget to alert the nation of the gravity of 
the sects that live in the Islamic state, but the Muslim rulers, especially 
in the last centuries, turned a blind eye on these sects that used to deal, 
throughout history, with the enemies of the Muslim nation.  Therefore, 
when the Islamic state weakened and the nations called one another 
against it, these sects have been the fifth column that paved the way and 
overcame all the obstacles in front of the enemy to invade the Muslim 
world!

75  Ibn Taymiyyah: The Fataawa Compilation,V28 p.479
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Sheikhul Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728H) was among those who spoke clearly 
about these sects and their danger against the Ummah in his books and 
letters.  Of the late scholars, there is the prominent scholar Mohamed 
Ameen, known as Ibn ‘Abidin (d. 1252H); he wrote about these groups 
(the ruling regarding Duruz, Tayaminah, Nusayriyyah and Isma’iliyyah): 
Duruz and Tayaminah are in the land of ash-Sham (Syrian-Lebanon and 
Palestine). They manifest Islam (prayer and fasting...) while they believe 
in the re-incarnation of the spirits; they legalise wine and adultery. They 
believe that divinity manifests itself in a person after a person. They claim 
that the label of something is not its intended meaning. They abuse the 

wives of the Messenger of Allah َــلَّم ــهِ وَسَ ــى اهلُل عََليْ  with terrible صَلَّ
statements.  

The great scholar Abdur-Rahman al-‘Imaadi issued a long fatwa on them, 
in which he mentioned that they adopt the doctrines of the Nusayriyya 
and Isma’iliyya who are labelled “al-Qaraamita” and “al-Baatiniyyah”.  It 
was reported that the scholars of the four schools of Islamic jurispru-
dence all ruled that it is not permissible to approve them to reside in the 
land of Islam, whether by paying jizya or anything else; it is not permissi-
ble to marry their women or eat their slaughtered animals.”76

Fourth: The Enemy Within is a wicked ailment (Disease) that runs in the 
body of our Ummah in a deadly and destructive manner; it is the root 
of every disease.  It is an Islamic obligation to eliminate it.  The chronic 

76  Ibn ‘Abidin: rad al-Muhtar ‘ala al-Darr al-Mukhtar sharh tanweer al-Absaar, examined by Sheikh ‘Adil 
‘Abdul-Mawjud and Sheikh ‘Ali Mu’awad,dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, Beirout , 1424H, V6 p368, p387 
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internal diseases in the body make it lose it factor of resistance, as the 
body breaks down to a cold or a pinprick. 

Fifth: It is a duty upon the scholars to renew the faith of al-wala’ wa 
al-bara’77 (love and hate for the Sake of Allah) and spread Islamic aware-
ness among the sons and daughters of the Muslim Ummah in order to 
alert them against the near and closest enemy, while at the same time 
warning against the danger of the farthest enemy!

Furthermore, it is incumbent upon us to free the Islamic terms from any 
distortion or deceit that hung on to them, such as (mu’min / kafir / mu-
nafiq / fasiq / zindiq / murtad / mulhid / kha’in / jasus) (believer / poly-
theist / hypocrite / open sinner / heretic /atheist / traitor/spy)!

We must also unravel the terms’ aberration that is active in the anti-Is-
lam media dictionary: 

(Fundamentalist / extremist / fanatic / terrorist) = (taqiy / Mu’min / hold-
ing to his religion / Mujahid)! 

(Spirit drinks) = wine and alcoholic drinks!

Kif = narcotics, drugs / Heroin / Hashish!

Liberalism = Profligacy and immorality!

77 Al Wala’ Wal Bara’ is an Arabic phrase and it means, on one hand, drawing near to what is pleasing 
to Allah and His Messenger and, on the other hand, withdrawing from what is displeasing to Allah and His 
Messenger.
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Woman’s freedom = undressing the woman!

Homosexuals = People of Lut!

Patriotic brotherhood / blood nationalism / national association = Islam-
ic brotherhood / blood faith / religious association!

Therefore, we should follow the remnants of the media dictionary that 
is dominant of our society and check and correct its terms, dispraising 
and warning against any type of melting or merging of the truth with 
falsehood!

Al-Maqreze Centre for Historical Studies in London

17 Muharam 1427H corresponding to 5 February 2007

www.almaqreze.net
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